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Code of Conduct

The National City Public Library is committed to providing a welcoming, safe, and inclusive

environment for all visitors. These Rules of Conduct are intended to protect the rights of

patrons and staff while preserving library facilities, collections, and services for community use.

Library patrons are expected to engage in activities associated with the use of a public library in

a manner that does not interfere with others’ use and enjoyment of the library.

The following behaviors and activities are prohibited:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Engaging in any activity prohibited by federal, state, or local law.

Harassment, intimidation, threats, abusive language, fighting, or disruptive behavior that
interferes with another person’s use of the library or with staff performing their duties.

Entering non-public or staff-only areas without authorization.

Possessing weapons of any kind, except as authorized by law for on-duty law
enforcement personnel.

Sexual misconduct including exposure, inappropriate touching, or other threatening
behavior.

Activities that may result in injury to persons or damage to library property, including
tampering with computer hardware, software, or network systems.

Smoking, vaping, alcohol consumption, or use of illegal substances on library property or
within 20 feet of library entrances.

Bathing, shaving, washing clothes, grooming or misuse of library restrooms, sinks,
fountains, or other facilities.

Sleeping or lying down in the library in a manner inconsistent with the intended use of
library facilities.

Misuse of library furniture or facilities, including placing feet on tables or seating, lying
across furniture, moving furniture in a disruptive manner, or using furniture in a way that
interferes with its intended public use.

Excessive noise or use of electronic devices at a volume that disturbs others. Cell phones
and personal devices should be used respectfully and set to silent or vibrate mode when
possible.

Food or uncovered beverages, except as part of authorized library programs or events.
Beverages in covered containers are permitted.
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Patrons must wear appropriate attire, including shoes and clothing that adequately
covers the upper and lower torso. Attire intended primarily as undergarments,
swimwear, or similarly revealing clothing is not permitted.

Personal hygiene conditions, including strong odors or infestations, that unreasonably
interfere with others’ use and enjoyment of the library.

Leaving children ages eight (8) and under unattended. Children must be supervised by a
responsible caregiver.

Leaving personal belongings unattended or placing belongings in a manner that blocks
aisles, entrances, exits, seating, or access to library facilities.

Bringing into the library oversized personal belongings, packages, bundles, or containers
exceeding 24” x 18” x 6”.

Bringing shopping carts, bicycles, skateboards, scooters, or other large wheeled
conveyances into the building, except wheelchairs, mobility devices, strollers, or
approved wheeled book bags/carriers.

Bringing sleeping bags, bedrolls, or large blankets into the building, except blankets used
for small children.

Bringing animals into the library other than service animals as defined by the Americans
with Disabilities Act and California law.

Soliciting, petitioning, panhandling, distributing materials, selling merchandise, or
conducting commercial activities without prior authorization.

Photographing, filming, or recording individuals in a manner that disrupts library
operations or violates a person’s reasonable expectation of privacy.

Monopolizing library furniture, restrooms, equipment, outlets, study areas, or seating to
the exclusion of others.

Failure to comply with public health requirements or emergency safety measures
implemented by the library.
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Children's Room Code of Conduct

The National City Public Library Children's Room is designed to meet the needs of children and
their families. The Children's Room is intended for use by children and their accompanying
parents or caregivers. Adults may also use the space when accessing children's materials for
study, work, or borrowing.

1. The Children's Room is intended for children under the age of 18 and their
accompanying parents or caregivers.

2. Children under the age of eight (8) may not be left unattended in the library and must be
supervised by a parent or responsible caregiver at all times.

3. Adults who are not accompanying a child may enter the Children's Room only to browse,
borrow materials, or receive assistance locating children's resources. Once finished, they
will be asked to relocate to another area of the library.

4. Parents and caregivers are responsible for their child's behavior and safety at all times
while in the library.

5. Parents and caregivers are responsible for ensuring that children use library computers
and other equipment appropriately and in accordance with the Library's Internet Use
Policy.

6. Food and beverages are not permitted in the Children's Room unless they are part of an
authorized library program.

7. Parents and caregivers are responsible for monitoring their child's selection and use of
library materials.

8. Library staff and volunteers are not responsible for supervising children or providing
childcare.

9. All children, parents, caregivers, and other visitors using the Children's Room must
comply with the Library's Rules of Conduct, Internet Use Policy, and all other applicable
library policies.

Enforcement
Failure to comply with these Rules of Conduct may result in:

e Averbal warning
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e Removal from the library for the remainder of the day

e Suspension of library privileges and facility use.

e Arrest or prosecution when appropriate

The Library reserves the right to restrict access to individuals whose behavior interferes with the
safe and orderly operation of library services.

Any suspension of library privileges exceeding 30 days may be appealed in writing to the

Director of Library Services within seven (7) calendar days of notification. The decision of the
Director of Library Services shall be final.



