History of Fire Prevention Week

Origins of Fire Prevention Week

Fire Prevention Week is observed annually during the week of October 9th, in remembrance of
the Great Chicago Fire, which began on October 8, 1871. This devastating fire resulted in the
deaths of over 250 people, left more than 100,000 homeless, and destroyed approximately
17,400 structures, burning over 2,000 acres of land. The fire is famously linked to a story
involving Mrs. O'Leary's cow, which allegedly kicked over a lantern, igniting the blaze, although
this narrative has been debated by historians.

Establishment of Fire Prevention Week

In 1911, on the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire, the Fire Marshals Association of
North America sponsored the first National Fire Prevention Day to raise public awareness
about fire safety. This initiative gained momentum, and in 1920, President Woodrow

Wilson issued the first presidential proclamation for a National Fire Prevention Day. The
observance was expanded to Fire Prevention Week in 1922, with the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) officially sponsoring it since its inception. In 1925, President Calvin
Coolidge proclaimed Fire Prevention Week a national observance, emphasizing the urgent need
for fire safety education as thousands of Americans were dying in fires each year. Coolidge's
proclamation highlighted the preventable nature of many fire-related deaths, calling for
community efforts to improve fire safety.

Ongoing Impact and Education

Fire Prevention Week has since become the longest-running public health observance in the
United States. Each year, the NFPA selects a theme to focus on specific aspects of fire safety,
engaging communities, schools, and fire departments in educational activities. The week serves
as a critical reminder of the importance of fire safety and prevention strategies, aiming to reduce
fire-related casualties and promote awareness. Today, Fire Prevention Week continues to play a
vital role in educating the public about fire safety, ensuring that individuals of all ages
understand how to protect themselves and their homes from fire hazards. Resources such as
educational materials, community events, and safety demonstrations are made available to help
spread awareness and knowledge

This Year’s Fire Prevention Week
Fire Prevention Week will be held October 4-10, 2026. The theme this year is “Charge Into
Fire Safety. Safe Charging Is a Superpower”
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