


CITY OF NATIONAL CITY 
Candidate Informational Guide

 November 3, 2026 General Municipal Election 

Offices to be Elected 

Mayor (At-Large) 

• Four-year term

Councilmember District 1 

• Four-year term

Councilmember District 3 

• Four-year term

Prepared by the City Clerk’s Office 
City of National City 
1243 National City Boulevard 
National City, California 91950 

Contact Shelley Chapel, MMC, City Clerk for any questions 
(619) 336-4228
Email: schapel@nationalcityca.gov

WELCOME 
Thank you for your interest in serving the residents of National City. 

This Candidate Handbook is intended to provide prospective candidates with general information 
regarding candidate qualifications, nomination procedures, campaign finance requirements, 
important election deadlines, and resources available during the election process. 

This handbook is provided for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide legal 
advice. Candidates are responsible for complying with all applicable federal, state, county, and 
local laws. 

mailto:schapel@nationalcityca.gov
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1. ELECTION OVERVIEW
The City of National City will conduct a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, November 3, 
2026. 

The election will be consolidated with the Statewide General Election and administered by the 
San Diego County Registrar of Voters. 

OFFICES UP FOR ELECTION 
Mayor (At-Large) 
Term: Four Years 

The Mayor is elected citywide by all registered voters residing within National City. 

Councilmembers are elected by district and represent residents residing within their respective 
districts. All terms are a four-year term.  For district offices, reside within the district they seek 
to represent. 

Councilmember – District 1 
Term: Four Years 
Represents residents residing within District 1. 

Councilmember – District 3 
Term: Four Years 
Represents residents residing within District 3. 



2. CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT MAP
National City’s By-District Election System 
The City of National City utilizes a by-district election system. 

Councilmembers are elected by voters residing within their respective districts and must reside 
within the district they seek to represent. 

Voters may only vote for the Councilmember representing the district in which they reside. 

The Mayor is elected at-large by all voters citywide. 

Official District Map 

[ONLINE OFFICIAL CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT MAP LINK] 

District Legend 

• Mayor (At-Large)
• District 1 Councilmember
• District 2 Councilmember
• District 3 Councilmember
• District 4 Councilmember

Important Information 

Districts 1 and 3 are scheduled for election on November 3, 2026. 

The district map reflects the official district boundaries adopted following the 2020 Census. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1WFiEPngqb4QwliY-VOULt5mXh3Z78SV_&ll=32.64818036008948%2C-117.09235100000001&z=13


3. CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS
Candidates must: 
✓ Be at least 18 years of age
✓ Be a registered voter
✓ Reside within the City of National City
✓ For district offices, reside within the district they seek to represent

Candidates are encouraged to consult the California Elections Code regarding eligibility 
requirements. 

4. NOMINATION PROCESS
Nomination Period 
July 13, 2026 through August 7, 2026 
During the nomination period candidates may: 
• Obtain nomination papers
• File nomination documents
• Submit candidate statements

Optional – Appears in the County Voter Information Guide 
 Pay candidate statement cost - $1,000 Deposit

Final Cost will be determined by the County Registrar of Voters following the
Certification of Election and Final Invoice. 

• Receive filing assistance from the City Clerk’s Office
   Potential Candidates are required to meet with the City Clerk.  Please contact the City Clerk’s
   Office to make an appointment.  Please allow for 1.5 hour for the appointment.
(619) 336-4228

Candidate Withdrawal Deadline 
August 7, 2026 

Candidates who have filed nomination documents may withdraw their candidacy prior to the 
close of the nomination period. 

Extended Filing Period 
August 8–12, 2026 

If an eligible incumbent fails to file nomination papers, the nomination period may be 
extended for eligible non-incumbent candidates. 



5. CAMPAIGN FINANCE REQUIREMENTS
Campaign finance reporting is governed by the Political Reform Act and administered by the 
Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC). 

Before Raising or Spending Campaign Funds 

Form 501 

Candidate Intention Statement 

Candidates must file Form 501 before soliciting or receiving campaign contributions or 
spending personal funds on their campaign.  

Form 410 

Statement of Organization 

Required if a campaign committee is formed. 

Campaign Reporting Schedule 

July 31, 2026 

Semi-Annual Statement (Form 460 or Form 470) 

September 24, 2026 

First Pre-Election Statement (Form 460 or Form 470) 

October 22, 2026 

Second Pre-Election Statement (Form 460) 

February 1, 2027 

Semi-Annual Statement (Form 460) 

24 Hour Reporting 

Form 497 

A Form 497 may be required when contributions of $1,000 or more are received during the late 
reporting period within 24 hours of receipt of the $1,000 contribution. 

Candidates should consult FPPC regulations for complete filing requirements. 



6. ELECTION CALENDAR
DATE EVENT 
July 13, 2026 Nomination Period Opens 
July 31, 2026 Semi-Annual Campaign Statement Due 
August 7, 2026 Nomination Period Closes 
August 8–12, 2026 Extended Filing Period (if applicable) 
August 13, 2026 Randomized Alphabet Drawing – Conducted by the Secretary of State 
September 24, 2026 First Pre-Election Statement Due 
October 19, 2026 Last Day to Register to Vote 
October 22, 2026 Second Pre-Election Statement Due 
November 3, 2026 ELECTION DAY 
December 2026 Official Canvass Completed 
December 2026 Election Results Certified 

7. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Is there a filing fee to run for office? 
No. There is no filing fee to become a candidate for municipal office in National City. 

How much does a candidate statement cost? 
The estimated cost is approximately $1,000. 

Actual costs are determined by the San Diego County Registrar of Voters. 

When can I start fundraising? 
Only after filing Form 501 and complying with FPPC requirements. 

Where do I obtain nomination papers? 
Nomination papers are available from the City Clerk’s Office during the nomination period. 

When may I begin fundraising? 
Candidates may begin fundraising after filing Form 501 and complying with FPPC requirements. 



8. CANDIDATE CHECKLIST
Before Filing 
□ Verify eligibility requirements

□ Review district boundaries

□ Review FPPC requirements

□ Read Candidate Information Guide and Meet with the City Clerk

During Filing Period 
□ Obtain nomination papers

□ Complete nomination documents

□ Submit nomination papers

□ Submit candidate statement (optional)

□ Pay candidate statement costs (if applicable)

□ File all required documents by August 7, 2026

Campaign Finance 
□ File Form 501

□ File Form 410 (if applicable)

□ Open campaign bank account

□ Track contributions and expenditures

□ File required FPPC reports

□ File campaign statements on time

Election Day 
□ Vote on November 3, 2026

□ Monitor election results

□ Attend certification meeting in December



9. RESOURCES AND CONTACT INFORMATION
City Clerk’s Office 
City of National City 
1243 National City Boulevard 
National City, CA 91950 

Shelley Chapel, MMC, City Clerk 
Phone: (619) 336-4228 
Email: schapel@nationalcityca.gov 

Additional Resources 
San Diego County Registrar of Voters (SDVote.com) 

For voter information, candidate statements, and election administration. 

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) (www.FPPC.ca.gov) 
For campaign finance reporting requirements. 

California Elections Code 

National City Municipal Code (City website) 

National City Clerk’s Office 
For nomination papers, filing deadlines, and local election requirements. 

Disclaimer 

This handbook is provided as a public service by the City Clerk’s Office and is intended for 
informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice. Candidates are responsible for 
complying with all applicable provisions of the California Elections Code, Political Reform Act, 
National City Municipal Code, and other applicable laws and regulations. 

mailto:schapel@nationalcityca.gov
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