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APCD Board & ISR: Action Needed
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Rodriguez <jrodriguez@nationalcityca.gov>, DYamane@nationalcityca.gov

Cc: Ted Godshalk <y -/2"ice Luna Reynoso <janice@mundogardens.com>

To: Mayor and City Council Members
Subject: The Community’s priorities at the APCD Board

We are writing to express our deep concern about Council Member Marcus Bush’s service on the Air Pollution Control
District (APCD) Governing Board.

At the Board’s meeting on May 14, 2026, Council Member Bush voted against a motion introduced by fellow Board Member
and District Supervisor, Paloma Aguirre, directing APCD staff to begin drafting an Indirect Source Rule. This rule has been
studied by APCD staff for four years and would be a first step in a new program to limit emissions from trucks at warehouse
businesses. The motion was made to initiate the ISR rule- making process, along with providing businesses the incentives
they seek for “voluntary” emission reduction. Mr. Bush, in favor of incentives to businesses only, voted no, seeking to prevent
progress on this way of protecting public health and quality of life. Public testimony at the APCD meeting was more than 2 to
1 in favor of the ISR process. As you are aware, this issue has been so very important to people in National City's District 1,
Barrio Logan residents, and some county community members for decades.

Mr. Bush's vote specifically stands in stark contrast to the expressed will of National City residents and community
organizations. Mr. Bush’s vote stands with the majority of Pro- Business board members. Mr. Bush provide the fifth vote in
the 5-4 majority. Mrs. Aguirre was on the side seeking a compromise.

A yes vote instead would have been enough to finally initiate the ISR progress. Instead, Mr. Bush suggested that the APCD
provide new funding for air filters for National City residents. His stop-gap approach of cleaning the air inside our homes, in
no way limits diesel truck pollution in our air today, nor in the foreseeable future. More air filters and more data, as Mr. Bush
requested, will not address the fact that there are more emissions in our air today. His no vote against the community’s
wishes will allow one source of air pollution to continue without consequence.

This is the most recent of positions the National City Council Member has taken which have raised concerns about his
representation with respect to environmental justice. When a clear and sustained community interest is voiced, AND a
SOLUTION is articulated—particularly on an issue as critical as health and environmental justice in National City—our City
representatives MUST advance those solutions, not just in city governance, but in forums like APCD.

This situation leads to an important question:

If Council Member Bush is so opposed to the needs and priorities of National City for actual air pollution control, isn’t
it time for the Council to consider the possibility of alternative APCD representation?

We urge the Mayor and City Council to:

« Review Council Member Bush’s actions and voting record on the APCD Board in light of community input and
priorities and discuss them openly.

« Tell County Supervisor Paloma Aguirre thank you for her support of the residents on National City and the Border area
with the ISR proposal.

« Contact County Supervisor Aguirre the removal of Mr. Bush and request a new APCD Board member appointed for the
South County.

National City community members —particularly those already disproportionately burdened by pollution—deserve strong,
responsive representation in regional decision-making bodies like the APCD.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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Cynthia
Community Health Activist
and National City Resident





