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Regular Planning Commission
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LIVE WEBCAST

Council Chambers, Civic Center

1243 National City Boulevard

National City, CA 91950

These minutes have been abbreviated. Video recordings of the full
proceedings are on file and available to the public.

CALL TO ORDER

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission if the City of National City
was called to order at 6:20 p.m. via teleconference and in the Council
Chamber, located in City Hall, 1243 National City Boulevard, National City,
California.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Valenzuela, Quinones, Miller, Gogue, Castle-
Salgado, Armenta.

Commissioners Absent: Sanchez.
Staff Also Present: Acting Director of Community Development Martin Reeder,
Deputy City Attorney Ashlin Y. Lutes, Assistant Planner Sophia Depew, and

Executive Secretary Sarah Esendencia.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1. Approval of Agenda for the Regular Planning Commission Meeting
on October 20, 2025.

Motion by Castle-Salgado, second by Gogue, to approve the
agenda.

Motion carried by the following vote:
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Ayes: Quinones, Miller, Gogue, Castle-Salgado, Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Planning Commission Meeting

of September 15, 2025.
Motion by Armenta, second by Quinones, to approve the agenda.
Motion carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Quinones, Miller, Castle-Salgado, Armenta.
Noes: None.
Abstain: Valenzuela, Gogue.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

PUBLIC HEARING

3. Determination that the Project is Categorically Exempt from the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Under Class 1 of the CEQA Guidelines
Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and Conditional Use Permit for a Mobile
Recycling Facility to be located at 1240 E Plaza Boulevard.

Assistant Planner, Sophia Depew made a PowerPoint presentation.

Applicant, Anthony St. John was present and answered any questions the
Commissioners and public had.

Vice-Chair Castle-Salgado disclosed that she shops in the shopping
center and is familiar with the people who go there as well as the store
fronts.

Commissioner Gogue disclosed that she shops in the area and drove by
the location.

Commissioner Quinones disclosed that she shops in the area and drove
by the location.
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Commissioner Armenta disclosed that she shops in the shopping area and

had talked to Anthony and Anthony Jr.
Chair Miller disclosed that he shopped in the shopping center.
Amanda Rojas made a Public Comment in opposition of the item.

Motion by Valenzuela, second by Gogue to close the Public
Hearing.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Quinones, Miller, Gogue, Castle-Salgado, Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

Motion by Valenzuela, second by Miller to adopt Resolution No.
2025-15, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of
National City, California, determining that the project is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Cat (CEQA)
under Class 1 of the CEQA Guidelines Section 1530 (Existing
Facilities) and Conditional Use Permit for a recycling center to be
located at 1240 E Plaza Boulevard. Case File No. 2025-19 CUP

APN: 557-322-10-00.
Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Valenzuela, Miller.

Noes: Quinones, Gogue, Castle-Salgado, Armenta.
Abstain: None.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion failed.

Motion by Armenta, second by Castle-Salgado, to deny Resolution
No. 2025-15, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City
of National City, California, determining that the project is
categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Cat
(CEQA) under Class 1 of the CEQA Guidelines Section 1530
(Existing Facilities) and denying Conditional Use Permit for a
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recycling center to be located at 1240 E Plaza Boulevard. Case File
No. 2025-19 CUP APN: 557-322-10-00.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Quinones, Gogue, Castle-Salgado, Armenta.
Noes: Valenzuela, Miller.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

4. Determination that the Project is Categorically Exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Under Class 32 of the CEQA Guidelines
Section 15332 (In-Fill Development Projects) and Conditional Use Permit for
a Drive-Through Coffee Shop (Dutch Bros Coffee) to be located at 1838
Sweetwater Road Case File No.: 2025-29 APN: 563-231-31-00 & 563-231-
32-00.

Assistant Planner, Sophia Depew made a PowerPoint presentation.

Representatives of the applicant, John Caglia and Tom Wong were
present via Zoom and answered any questions the Commissioners and
public had.

Commissioner Gouge disclosed she is familiar with the area and drove by
the site.

Commissioner Quinones disclosed she is familiar with the area and drove
by the site.

Vice-Chair Castle-Salgado disclosed that she familiar with the area.
Commissioner Armenta disclosed she is familiar with the area.
Chair Miller disclosed he shops at the stores in the area.

Moticn by Gogue, second by Quinones to close the Public Hearing.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Quinones, Valenzuela, Miller, Gogue, Castle-Salgado,
Armenta.
Noes: None.
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Abstain: None.
Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

Motion by Valenzuela, second by Miller to adopt Resolution No.
2025-16, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of
National City, California, determining that the project is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Cat (CEQA)
under Class 32 of the CEQA Guidelines Section 15332 (In-Fill
Development) and approving a Conditional Use Permit for a Drive-
Through Coffee Shop (Dutch Bros Coffee) to be located at 1838
Sweetwater Road Case File No.: 2025-29 CUP APN: 563-231-31-

00 & 563-231-32-00.
Motion carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Quinones, Valenzuela, Miller, Gogue, Castle-Salgado,
Armenta.
Noes: None.
Abstain: None.
Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

OTHER BUSINESS

5. Adoption of 2026 meeting dates.

Motion by Quinones, second by Armenta to approve the National
City Planning Commission Meeting Dates of 2026.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Quinones, Valenzuela, Miller, Gogue, Castle-Salgado,
Armenta.

Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Sanchez.

Motion approved.
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STAFF REPORTS:
Deputy City Attorney: None.

Acting Director of Community Development: Stated that he attended
the California State Planning Conference last month in Monterey and
stated that it was a good experience

Vice-Chair Castle-Salgado: Thanked staff for their hard work. Requested
that information for the Planning Commissioner Academy be given out
sooner. She then acknowledges Commissioner Valenzuela's comment
and states she respects her comment and will make a better effort in
looking at Land Use Development and going to help business owners in
the future. .

Commissioner Valenzuela: Stated she was absent last meeting due to
work and discussed about what she learned regarding field studies on
social housing. She then ask if Deputy City Attorney can help setup a
training regarding the role of Planning Commissioner.

Deputy City Attorney stated that she will conduct trainings in the New Year
and work with Executive Secretary Sarah to help put together a document
that Commissioners can refer to during meetings.

Commissioner Sanchez: Absent.

Commissicner Armenta: Thanked staff for answering all their questions.
Stated she would appreciate more training. Stated that National City
Chamber of Commerce was having a salute to Navy Veterans on October
23, 2025 at National City Harley Davidson from 10:30 a.m. — 1 p.m. and
gave a shout out to the National City Historical Society. Stated that
Kimball House was open to pass out candy and hot dogs for Halloween.

Commissioner Quinones: Thanked staff for all the work they do. Stated
she agrees with Commissioner Valenzuela but also believes to listen to
the community and welcomed Commission Gogue.

Commissioner Gogue: Stated she looks forward to the training. Stated
that we need more recycling and that location is important and safety of
residents is important. Thanked everyone for their help and welcoming her
in.

Chair Miller: Stated that this is what democracy looks like. Also stated
that it is a democratic process at the local government level that has been
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setup. Requested that staff schedule time for Commission Gogue to take
safety training.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Miller adjourned to the Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the
City of National City, Monday, October 20, 2025, at 8:17 p.m. in the Council
Chamber, located in City Hall, 1243 National City Boulevard, National City,

California.

Esend nc“’Executlve Secretary

The foregoing minutes were approved at the Regular Meeting of November 17,
2025.
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