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Polanco vs.

Ronald Morrison The Gity of National City
- Page b Page 7
1 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, MAY 28, 2025, 9:57 AM ] 1 A. No.
2 THE REPORTER: Good marning. The court 2 (. You have one for your campaign, and you have

3 reporter today is Veronica Thompson, Ceriificate
4 -No. 8056.

5 RONALD MORRISON,
6 having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
7 EXAMINATION

8 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

9 Q. Good morning.

10 | wanted io show you - we're going to start
11 off with a clip that will help us. This is from the

12 March 6 — the March 4, 2025, city council meeting.
13 A, Uh-huh.

14 Q. Andit's -

15 MR. AGUIRRE: Marissa, where does it start?
16 MS. CUEVAS: 35 minutes and 2 seconds.

17 MR. AGUIRRE: Speak up.

18 MS. CUEVAS: 35 minutes and 2 seconds.
19 MR. AGUIRRE: Okay. Go ahead.

20 (Audio plays as follows:)

21 "We have scoured everything trying

22 to find anything. They keep wanting us

23 to provide records” --

24 MR. AGUIRRE: Okay. Go ahead.

25 (Audio plays as follows:)

3 two other ones?

4 A. No. | have a city phone, and | have just my

5 persoral phone. That's it. '

6 Q. Do you recognize the number 619-250-60917
7 A. That's a city phone. City cell phone, |

8 should say.

G Q. Do you recognize the number 619-475-29967
10 A. Thatwas a landline at my house that I have

11 not had for years.

12 Q. And do you recognize the number $19-339-15397
13 A. That's my personal phone. Yes.

14 Q. Ohay.

15 A. Perscnal celi phona.

16 Q. Okay. Tell us, when did you review the phone

17 number §19-339-1539 to see if it might have text
18 messages responsive to the PRAs in this case?
19 A. Itwas before | answered -- before | tumed in
20 the material to the City.

21 Q. Okay. But -

22 A, 1can't give you the exact date.

23 Q. As best you can,

24 A. Whatever the date was. | mean, we've been hit

25 with s0 many PRAs, s0 try to remember the exact - how

Page 6
"We have scoured everything trying

1

2 to find anything. They keep wanting us

3 fo provide records that we can't find

4 thatexist. And a lot of this stuff

5 is - is on the city computers. We can't

6 delate it if we wanted to. That has ali

7 haen scoured, everything else."

8 BY MR. AGUIRRE: ‘

9 Q. QOkay. Did you hiear your statement that you
10 made at the March 4 National City council meeting?
(il A. Yes. The one that you just played, yes.

Page 8
1 we addressed each ane is rather impossible.

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. So-but..

4 Q. Let me show you what we've previously marked
5 as Exhibit 1 in this case.

6 MR, AGUIRRE: And, Counsel, | have one for you
7 as well.
8 MR. PATE: Thank you.

9 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

|12 Q. And you heard where it said the word

13 "scoured"?

14 A. Yeah. .

15 Q. And what was your understanding of the meaning
16 of the word "scoured"?

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

over everything and tried to see everything that we
could find and it was - and | say, trying to find any
and everything we can to answer — answer your PRA.
Q. Do you have celi phones that you use in
connection with your duiies as the Mayor of National
City?
A. Yes.
Q. And you have three of them?

A. Scoured knows we've checked - we've looked |

14 A. This one here? Yes.

15 Q. Okay, And did you - you see the date on
16 that?

17 A, Let's ses. It was published on the 29th,

18 Q. The 29th of?

19 A, Looks like 29th of January.

20 Q. Ckay. And when was it received?

21 A. lhavs to see on your documentation where it

10 Q. This is - starts off with request 24-688. Do
11 you see that?

12 A, Okay.

13 Q. Do you have that in front of you?

22 shows that stuff.

23 Q. Do you recognize what Exhibit 1 is?
24 A. As far as the request, yes.
25 Q. And do you see where it says - on the first

Page 5..8

www.apfusCR.com



Roenald Morrison

Polanco vs,
The City of National City

: Page 9
1 page under "dates™ it savs a December date?

2 A Oh, received December 9. | see it up there

3 now, yes.

4 Q. Qkay. Sowere you in the City of National

5 City during the smonth of December?

6 A Yes.

7 Q. And white you ware in National City, did you

& review your telephone number §19-250-6091 to see if
9 there were email -- or text messages responsive 1o

: Page 11
Q. Don'ttell me that. Don' tell me things your

1
2 lawyer said.

3 A, Say what?

4 Q. Don't say anything your lawyer said to you.
5 A, Well, that's —

B Q. Because it's protected by attorney-client

7 privilege.

8 A, Well, that may be, but I'm just -- you're

9 asking me who did. | mean -- because | asked them on

10 request 24-6887 10 what we need to de on this, and they -- and | was told

11 A. 1looked through it, yes, and -- but that was 11 that T will handle it.

12 IT that did the reporting off of — off of that -- off 12 MR. PATE: Okay.

13 the city phone, 13 MR. AGUIRRE: We'll be caraful about that.

14 Q. And you're saying that the phone $19-250-6091 | 14 MR. PATE: Please.

15 is a city phona? 18 BY MR, AGUIRRE:

16 A. Yes. 16 Q. Allright. 8o let's go back for & sec.

17 Q. And when you say IT, who do you mean? 17 A, Ckay.

18 A, Our - our - our computer division goes 18 Q. Soif's true then thai you did not personally

19 through all of our IT equipment, 19 look over the phong -

20 Q. What ~ who in the computer division? 20 A, Ah--

21 A. | don't know who. | don't know who 21 Q. Just cne second.

22 individually did this one, but they're in charge of 22 - phene number 619-250-6091 to determine if

23 looking over both our computers and cur cell phones as | 23 there were text messages on it responsive to PRA 24-6887
24 far as the city equipment, and they turn all that in. 24 A, ldid. For my personal, yes, i did. | mean,

25 Q. Did you submit your phone number with the 25 for my personal use looking it over. Butas IT is the

Page 10 Page 12

1 number §19-250-6091 to someone in your IT deparimentto | 1 one who furns it over to be sent on fo respond to the

2 review for responsive records to request No. 6887 2 request.

3 A. They have access to all of our - they have 3 MR. AGUIRRE: Could you read back his

4 electronic access to all of that. | don't have to 4 response, please.

5 actually hand them the phone itself. 5 THE REPORTER: "A. 1did. For my

6 Q. Okay. 50 you - is the answer to my question 5] personal, yes, | did. | mean, for my perscnal

7 you did not submit your phone? 7 use looking it over. Butas IT is the one who

8 A Don't submit the phone, no, because they have 8 turns it over to be sent on to respond o the

@ electronic access to it. 9 request.”

10 Q. They have -~ so the text messages that you 10 BY MR, AGUIRRE:

11 send and receive on phone number 619-250-6091 are stored | 41 €. Okay. Did -

12 somewhere in addition to your actual phone? 12 A. 1 will change the word. When my personal use
13 A Yes. _ 13 and my personal purview. In other words, | wanted to
14 Q. And where are they stored? 14 see was there anything there. And so ! did look for

15  A. On the city - city computer system. I'm 15 that, but IT is the one who officially turns it over.

18 not - I'mnot an IT person, but this is -~ but as | 18 Q. How did you go about searching to see if you
17 say, they already said that they do all, like, text 17 had text messages that were responsive to 24-6887
18 messages, emails, everything else. And whether if 18 A Lfit - well, a couple things. | used word

19 someone is - has, you know, attered them or not, it 19 search, but then 1 also went ahead and physically locked
20 doesn't make any difference. They have all that. 20 through them and through the emails and also through
21 That's what they've informed me, and that's -- so 21 text messages. And so -- both cases. Both. |just

22 they've turned all that in. 22 physically went through text messages, emails, but then
23 Q. And who was it that informed you of that? 23 lalso did word search, but | don't always trust word

24 A, I've been informed both by our legal 24 search by itself.

25 deparnment - 25 Q. What search terms did you use?

Page 9..12
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Ronald Morrison

Polanco vs.
The City of National City

. Page 13
1 A, Twould have to remember what all was inon

2 this particular PRA, but anything that referred to it,

3 whether if it was the different things you used here on

4 Brikho. It was on Sweetwater. It was on gas station.

5 It was on all those different things. Sweetwalter Road.

6 All those different things. '
7 Q. You did that personally?

8 A. Yeah.

9 Q. And how long did you {ake time {0 do that?
10 A. liried to remember on that one. It was

11 probably a good couple hours geing through that stuff
12 just to take a look and see. | say, that was the first

13 of many, many PRAs on the subject, 50 | did probably a
14 little bit more looking on that to see what there was

15 because it covered a lot of area and area that { hadn't
16 looked over in a while.

17 Q. Did anyone assist you to do that?

18 A. No. Other than IT doing their separate thing.

19 But did not -- did not directly help me, no. )
20 Q. And how did you know someone at IT was doing
21 that?

22 A. Because | was informed by our legal counsel.
23 Q. Okay. Did anyone from IT - did you taik to
24 anyone from IT?

25 A, Not directly, no.

Page 15
1 Q. What is het name?
2 A. Why am | blanking alt of a sudden?
3 Q. It's okay.
4 A. Yeah, anyway...
5 Q. Wa're getting old.
6 A. lknow. Tell me about it.
7 G. Al right. But do you remember her name now?
8 A. No. Give me a moment, Maybe [ willcome up
9 with it.
10 MR. AGURRE: Does anybody know her name?
11 MS. POLANCO: | think it could be Shelley.
i2 THE WITNESS: Yeah, Shelley.
13 MR. AGUIRRE: Shelley what?
14 MS. MeCARTHY: From Texas.
15 MS. POLANCO: Chapel.
16 (Reporter intarrupts overlapping speakers.)
17 THE WITNESS: Shelley Chapel.
18 MR. AGUIRRE: It wasn't me.

19 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

20 Q. Allright. And thatis a fair thing for the

21 couri reporter to say, is - | den't expect it will be a

22 problem, but we just don't want to talk over each other.
23 A. Sure.

24 Q. Sowhat did you say, and what did she say in

25 response?

Page 14
i Q. Who's in charge of IT?

2 A That's Ron Williams.

3 Q. Qkay. Did you talk to Ron Williams to see if

4 he had locked over the - what was availabie at The City
5 of National City to see if there were text messages on

6 your phone that were responsive?

7 A. No, I did not.

8 Q. Other than legal counsel, did you talk to

9 anyone else about reviewing what was on the National
10 City computer system related to your phone to sae if
11 there were any text messages responsive to the 24-6887
12 A. No. There was not a need to - or | did not

13 fee! there was a need to.

14 Q. So putting aside anything you heard from your
15 counsel, no one else told you that they had reviewed
16 your --

17___A._Well, I'l take that back. It was alsothe

18 city clerk. The city clerk -- because the PRA was

19 coming through the city clerk. Soljust -- | did ask

20 to make sure that - you know, that all that had been
21 covered by IT. And | was informed by the city clerk,
22 thinking back on this, that the IT had responded with
23 all their information.

24 Q. So you asked who at the city clerk’s office?
25 A. That was our city clerk.

|47 justdothe bestwecan, =

Page 16
1 A. To the best of my recollection, it was —

2 basically, | asked had she received everything from IT
3 and -- and said that, yeah, IT had provided the --

4 everything off of both computer and cell phone.

5 (i Did you find any text messages that were --
6 you felt were responsive?

7 A. As | remember it, yes, there were.

8 Q. Okay., And how -

9 A. Buf--

10 . Go ahead. 'm sorry.

11 A. | have no idea how many. This has been, you
12 know - | think yesterday | was told so far we got

13 like -- on this one subject like 27 PRAs, so I've been
14 going through a lot of them. So try to remember a

15 specific one, little difficult.

16 Q. Woell, okay. And | understand that. But let's

18 A, Uh-huh,

19 Q. So when you started in the first review, you
20 were asked, for example, to see if you had any text
21 messages with the Brikhos?

22 A. Uh-huh.

23 Q. Correct?

24 A, Uhk-huh, .
25 Q. You have to - you have to -

Page 13..16
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Ronald Morrison
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Page 17
1 A. Yes.

2 (. You don't have to say ves orne, but it just

3 has to be an audible --

4 A, Okay. No problem.

5 Q. --response.

& All right. So -- and did you find any text

7 messages that you had that were responsive with the
8 Brikhos? _

9 A. | can't remember specifically in this case,

10 butif | did, | turned them over, yeah.'

i @, Okay. So you can't remember if you had any
12 Brikho text messages --

13 A. | can't remember if there was anything

14 specificaliy with the Brikhos or not or something that

Page 19
1 well?
2 A. Yes. :
3 Q. And what type - just tell me the fype. What
4 type is it?
5 A It's alaptop, and if's linked to my - my

6 personal phone.
7 G. Okay. So your personal phone - et me
8 withdraw that. '

9 Is your personal computer linked with your

10 city phone number --

11 A, No, it's not.

12 Q. Okay. So your personal phone -- hold on one

13 second.
14 S¢ this number, 475-2898 -- what number was

4 G. Do you remember if there were any related to

§ the meeting that you had with the Brikhos ai their

6 gaseline station in January of 2024 with Ben Martinexz?
7 A, There must have been. Probably, if nothing

8 else, just a -- a note on there about having a meeting.

9 Q. Okay.

10 A. But -- but, yeah, that was the day of the

11 flood, as a matiter of fact,

12 Q@ Um -

13 A. That's the only reason i remember that ane

14 specifically.

15 Q. Now, on your phone -~ do you have fext

16 messages on that city phone? Do you have text message
17 capacity?.

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Okay. And do you have email on that phone as

20 well?
21 A, Uh-huh, yas. And it's linked with my
22 computer.

23 G Okay.
24 A The city computer.
25 Q. Okay. And do you have a home computer as

15 involved the Brikhos or something'where'l was in a chain | 15 that one?
16 with the Brikhos. May not made necessarily a 16 A. That was a landline that | have -- don't
17 conversation between me and the Brikhos. 17 have -- don't have that. Haven't had it for years.
18 Q. Did you see any text messages that were a 18 G. Okay. That wasn't a political phone?
19 chain that you wera involved in with the Brikhos? 19 A. 1 used it during my campaigning, yes. | used
20 A. | believe so. 20 i, but -
2% G. Okay. And how many of those did you - 21 Q. Butit's bzen - it's been disconnected?
22 A. 1have noidea. There wasn't that many, but 22 A, It's been disconnacted for several years.
23 there was a new. 23 Q. Okay. Good.
24 €. And did they relate to the Sweetwater 24 And then the 339 - actuaily, let me back up.
25 project -- the gasoline project? 25 Start again.
Page 18 : Page 20
1 A. | think a couple of them did early on. And 1 The number 619-339-1539 - that is your
2 then there was - yeah, thers was a few, but there 2 personal phone?
3 wasn't that many. - 3 A. Correct.

4 Q. And that personal phone is connecied to your
5 computer to --

6 A, Te my home one, yes,

7 G Okay. But not your city?

8 A. Corract.

9 Q. Okay. Now, you didn't have IT go through that
10 phone to see if you had any --

11 (Reporter interrupts overlapping speakers.)

12 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

13 Q. It's perfectly - hoid on, This is - the way

14 that you and | are interacting is perfectly normal,

15 A I know it.

16 Q. Sowe just have to just pause for a second.

17 'l ask you the guestion, so she - because she'll get
18 really mad at us, so - and she's gof, you know - -

19 A Il put my hand over here so she can slap it

20 every now and then.

21 Q. Aliright. 8o let's go back for a second.

22 So your 619-339-1539 - you didn't have

23 someong from IT go through that phone to see if you had
24 responsive text messages. Correct?

25 A. No, I didn't. | went through that, and then

Page 17..20
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Page 21
1 made coples and tumned those in.

2 Q. Okay. Now, is that - is your - is your

3 61%-339-1539 -~ is that phone - is that - that’s the

4 phone that's connected to your computer?

5 A. Ta my heme computer, yes,

6 Q. Okay. And did you find some text messages on
7 that phone that were responsive?

8 A
9 can - but with all these PRAs, I'm not going to ke a
10 hundred percent sure an which one had stuff that was

! - | beliave so. I'm -- | believe so, but

Page 23
1 those -- those -~ whatever items you did find that were

2 responsive - you delivered those to the city clerk?

3 A Yes

4 Q. Okay. And as you noted that the production

5 was on January the 28th under 24-688, do you remember
8 how close to that date you actually delivered your

7 documents to the city -

8 A. No, | don't.

9 Q. -clerk?

19 How did you dsliver those documents to the

12 Oh, no, no, no. I'm sorry. No, no. Hold on.
13 Hold on.

14 Let's take a short break. Okay?

15 MR. PATE. Sure.

16 {Recess, 10:17 AM to 10:26 AM.)

|17 BYMR.AGUIRRE:

18 Q. %o would it be fair to say that whatever

19 documents you personally obtained in response to 24-688
20 were -- came from either your computer or your personal
21 phone? Is that true?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Okay.

24 A Yeah .

25 Q. And then would it also be fair to say that

11 related on those individual disclosures. 11 city clerk? Was it by email or persanal or -
12 Q. Now, is your ~ is your -- is your 12 A. Some of it was by email, and the other one

13 619-339-1539 number -- is that connected to your Hotmail | 13 was -- because | -- yeah, some of it was paper copy and
14 account? 14 was delivered -- delivered it by hand to him.

15 A Yes, : ' 18 Q. To the actual city clerk - what's her name

16 Q. And did you find any -- let me start. 16 again? -

17 Did you review your phone to see if you had 17 MS. POLANCO: Shelley Chapael.

18 any emails that were responsive on your Hotmail? 18 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

19 A, Yes, | did. 19 Q. Shelley?
20 Q. Did you find any? 20 A. Yes. Either her or her direct assistant if

21 A. 1f1did - I'm not going to swear one way or 21 she wasn't in the office.

22 another. If| did, | turned them in. Made copies and 22 Q. And who's her direct assistant?

23 turned them in. 23 A. You're asking me all these names.

24 Q. Seo you can't remember if you found any? 24 MS. McCARTRY: Tanya? .

25 A, Notoff — not on that specific PRA, I'm 25 THE WITNESS: Huh? Yeah. Tanya.

Page 22 Pago 24

1 not - I'm not going to testify one way or another. 1 {Interruption by reperter for clarification.)

2 Q. How about as we're just generally speaking, 2 MR. AGUIRRE: Just whisper it to me next time.
3 did you find any? 3 MS. McCARTHY: All right.

4 A. | beliave I did, but I'm not going to -- 4 MR. AGUIRRE: All right.

5 G 1 will tell you that -- let me show you what 5 MS. POLANCO: I'm sorty. What was the

6 we previously marked as Exhibit - | think it's 111? 6 question?

7 MS. CUEVAS: It's Exhibit 3. 7 MR. AGUIRRE: You can't talk.

8 MR. AGUIRRE: Exhibit 37 8 MS. POLANCO: 1 know, but --

9 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 9 MR, AGUIRRE: You can't talk.

10 Q. Okay. Let me show you what we previously 10 MS. POLANCO: -~ Tanya's hot her boss.

11 marked as Exhibit 3. 11 MR. AGUIRRE: Shh.

12 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

13 Q. Tanya is the city clerk's assistant. Correct?
14 A. The assistant city clerk, yes.
15 MR. AGUIRRE: Okay. Can you go to the -- this

16 entry here, please.

17 BYMRAGUIRRE: . |
i8 Q. We're going to play a second one for you. Go
19 ahead.

20 A. Okay.

21 (Audio plays as follows:)

22 "So the -~ this and -~ cell phone
23 stuff has all been turned in."

24 BY MR. AGUIRRE:
25 Q. Now, did you hear what you said there?
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1 A. Unh-huh.

2 Q. You have to say either "yes” or "no" or

3 something ~-

4 A. Yes.

5 Q. Okay. And you said that the cell phone stuff
6 had been turned in?

7 A. Right. And it was anything that was pertinent

8 to the PRA that was on cell phones,

9 Q. Now, I'm just talking your cell phone.

10 A. My personal talk — you're talking my personal
11 one?

12 . Well, you had a personal cell phone and then
13 you had —

14 A. Right.
18 Q. --the city celi phone.
16 And your personal cell phone is the

17 618-339-1539. Correct?

18 A. If it was pertinent to the -- to the PRA, ves.

19 Q. Bui you didn't actually turn that ~

20 {Reporter interrupts overlapping speakers.)

21 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

22 Q. You didn't turn in your personal ¢ell phone,
23 $512-339-1538, to anyone in the City of National City.
24 Correct? L

25 A. Correct. | just turned in the information

Page 27
1 BY MR, AGUIRRE:

2 G. And | appreciate that, and I'm happy - you
3 can -- as long as you answer, if you want to add
4 something, it's okay with me.

5 A. Thank you.

6 Q. 8o that's fins. Ali right.

7 Let's go to April the 1st, 2025, City of
8 National City. Starting right there.

9 Okay. Go ahead.

10 (Audio plays as follows:)

11 "You aware that your office and your

12 assistant set up a meeting between the
13 owners of the propcsed gas station and
14 the owners of the cemstery where they
15 were -- the cemetery owners were offered
16 discounted gas and liquor in =~ in - in

17 an ask to stop opposition to the project?
18 "l was aware that there was a

19 meeting at their request io have the two
20 sides meet together that he facilitated

21 so that they could mest and” --

22 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

23 Q. Ckay. Did you hear that question and that
24 answer?

25 A. Yes.

Page 26
1 that was requested.

2 Q. And that you turned in to either the city

3 clerk or her assistant, Tanya?

4 A, Orthe assistant city clerk, yes.

5 Q. And that's Tanya?

5 A Yes.

7 Q. Okay. And then with regard to your city cell
8 phone, 619-250-6091, did you deliver that phone to the
9 IT department? ,

10 A, They already had ac- -- they had eleckronic

11 access toit.

12 Q. Okay. But they didn't - you didn't actually
13 deliver the actual cell phone, 619-25G-6091, to the IT
14 department. Correct?

15 A, Nog, | did not.

16 Q. And, in fact, you didn't deliver that to

|17 _anyone.in the City of National City?. . . ..

18 A, No. Ifl did after 27 PRAs on this thing, |

19 would have never had use of my phone.

20 Q. Okay. But--but-

21 MR. AGUIRRE: Can you read his answer, please?
22 THE REPORTER: "A. No. Ifl did after

23 27 PRAs on this thing, | would have never had

24 use of my phone."

25 I

Page 28
1 Q. You said you were aware of what Council Member

2 Rodrigusz had said?

3 A, Of the first part as far as that there was a

4 meeting.

3 G. Okay. And how did you become aware of that?
6 A. | was aware of it. Trying te think what would

7 be in the first —

8 (Interruption by reporter for clarification.)

9 THE WITNESS: I'm just trying to think it

10 through at the moment. ’

11 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

12 ). Take your time.

13 A. Yeah. No. I'mjusttrying to remember back.
14 | - the only thing | can racollect was when

15 my assistant came and informed me of it, that -- that it
16 had been requested.

A7 . Q. Yourassistant informed you that what had been _§

18 requested? .

19 A A meeting had been requested.

20 Q. By? :

21 A. The two individuals, your two clients, and by
22 the Brikhos.

23 Q. And | don't want to go any further than that
24 except justto ask: Was that something that you
25 recelved in writing?
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1 A. No.

2 Q. You didn't receive a text message that -- from

3 your assistant saying that there was a meeting?

4 A Notto my recollection. l'd have te go back

5 and look.

6 Q. Okay. And what would you go back and ook at?
7 A Well, | mean, | would look to see if there was

8 afext message. 1don't remember one at this moement.

9 Q. Did you typleally recelve text messages

10 invelving this Sweetwater gasoline project that you

11 received from your assistant on your personal phone or
12 on your City of National City phone?

13 A. Could be either one, but | - | didn't receive

14 very many of - | mean, it was just like any other

15 project, so | -- off the top of my head, | couldn't tell

16 you, but it wouldn't -- it wouldn't have been many in

17 any cass.

18 MR. AGUIRRE: Could you read that question and
19 answer back, please?

Page 31
1 Q. Okay.

2 A. ] mean, that it was offered and - as part of

3 arequest from your clients.

4 Q. Okay. And, again, that's a perfect example of

§ giving an explanation, which is fine, but | need to make

& sure we got an answer.

7 A. Uh-huh.

8 . What I'm asking Is: Did your assistant tefl

9 you that the Brikhos had offered Ms. Polanco discounted
19 gas and discounted - actually, let me stop. Letme

11 withdraw that. Let me start again.

12 Did your assistant tell you that the Brikhos

13 had offered Ms. Polance discounted gas and discounted
14 liquor in order to get themn to support the Sweetwater

15 gasoline station project?

16 A. If she did, it wouid have been in a

17 conversation. i don't believe it was in part of any

18 document.

19 Q. Okay. And, again, that's a fair explanation,

9 replay that, if you would, starting here?

10 (Audio plays as follows:)

11 "You aware that your office and your

12 assistani set up a meeting between the

13 owners of the proposed gas station and

14 the owners of the cemetery where they

15 were -- the cemetery owners were offered

6 discounted gas and liquorin -- in & --

17 inan ask to stop opposition to the

18 project?

19 ‘I was aware that there was" --

20 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

21 Q. Now, so did your assistant tell you that the
22 Brikhos had offered discounted gas and liguor to
23 Ms. Polanco?

24 A, 8he did. Offered it as part of a request from

25 your clients, yes.

20 THE REPORTER: "Q. Did you typically 20 but you're saying "if she did,” and that's my guestion:
21 receive text messages involving this 21 Do you remember if she did?
22 Sweetwater gascline project that you received 22 A. Yeah. The deal is what we're talking about is
23 from your assistant on your personal phene or 23 documents here, PRA documents --

24  onyour City of National City phone? 24 Q. Exactly.

25 "A. Could be either one, but | - | 25 A. --not conversations.

Page 30 Page 32

1 didn't receive very many of" — 1 @ Right. Exactly. That's what I'm getiing at.

2 MR. AGUIRRE: That's good. That's good. 2 A Yeah. Sol'm notaware of a document for

3 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 3 that.

4 . Q. Soyou were saying that your personal 4 Q. Okay, Soas you sit here today, you did not

5 assistant - 'm sorry. 5 receive a text message -- _

6 You're saying your assistant told you that -« | 6 A, I'mnotaware of one that | can -- o the best

7 actually, let me withdraw that. 7 of my recollection, I'm not aware of one.

8 MR. AGUIRRE: Let's go-back. And can you 8 €. No. And!'m with you on that, but vou're

9 going to get us in trouble, okay, with her, so just

10 don't talk --

11 A, Okay.

12 Q. Solet's go back.

13 Did you receive a copy of any text messages
14 bhetween the Brikhos and Ms. Polanco involving the offer
15 of discounted gas and liquor in connection with the
16 Sweetwater gasoline project?

17, A. I'd have to go back and look at the records.

18 Off the top of my head, | can't answer that.

19 (Exhibit 11 was marked for identification.)

20 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

21 Q. Exhibit 11 is, | think, what you would call a
22 chain of emalis to your assistant, and they're in and
23 around Monday, November the 25th.

24 That's on the second page, Counsel, at the

25 top.
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1 And then they run -- they continue {o run 1 A, Huh?

2 theveafter. ) 2 Q. Was it your -

3 A, Uh-huh. 3 A. Well, no, because they - weren't we talking

4 Q. Did you have Exhibit 11 in your possession at | 4 about documents here?

5 the time that request 24-688 was received by you? 5 Q. That's all we're talking about here.

6 A. I'm still looking it over, but.. 6 A, Right.

7 Q. Okay. Take your time. Take your time. 7 Q. So what 'm asking is -- ' trying to find

8 A, If any of this was addressed tc me, | would 8 out if your associate gave you such documeanis -

9 have. 9 A. Right.
10 Q. Right. 'm just asking if you have a 10 €. - that you just described.
11 recollection of having a copy of this actually in your | 11 A, Right. And I'm not too sure if it was from
12 possession ~ 12 her or not, but | know | was shown some stuff, but I'm
13 A, Yeah. 13 not too sure if | ever had those in my possession. And
4 G, --that you turned over -- 14 so the only thing we're dealing with here is, you know,
15 A. I'mjust look- - I'm just looking through it 15 documents that are within my possession. ‘
18 right now. And some of it looks familiar but not all of 16 Q. Exactly.
17 it, s0 I'm not a hundred percent sure. 17 A. Right.
18 Q. Okay. That's {air. 18 Q. Andso -
19 Let's go ahead and play the rest of that. 19 A. But I'm not aware if those were evar in my
20 {(Audio plays as follows:) 20 possession.
21 "I was aware that there was a 21 €. Is there someone other than your associate
22 meeting at their request to have the two 22 that you might have received those documents from?
23 sidés meet togsether, and she facilifated 23 A. Wouldn't have received them. They might have
24 so that they could meet, and it was my 24 been shown to me.

25 understanding that the two people from 25 Q. And who would that have been?

Page 34 Page 36

1 the cemetery was requesting the idea of 1 A, Well, it wouldn't make any difference because

2 discounted gasoline, discounted alcohol, 2 the documents aren't in my possession. That's what the
3 and a monument sign far their facility on 3 PRA s dealing with.

4 the -~ on the property.” 4 Q. Weli, we're also, though - it would help us

5 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 5 to zee if we could identify whose possession they are
6 Q. Did that information that you just indicated 6 in.

7 you were aware of - actually, let me withdraw that. | ¥ A Uh-huh.

8 MR. AGUIRRE: Wouid you play that one more 8 Q. Soisthere some other person —

9 time? 9 A. You're asking me to do your work for youl.

10 Excuse me. Did you get that down? 10 Q. Wall, you know, | gotfa have somehow.

11 THE REPORTER: !'ve gotten down the stuff that | 11 A. Solhad fo say - | had to say, some of the

12 was said. 12 stuff in there looks familiar, but whether clear - it

13 MR. AGUIRRE: Excellent. Thank you. Then | 13 was actually ever in my possession, I'm not -- | cannot
14 don't need to replay it. 14 testify to that, although | know | was shown stuff by

15 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 15 people and...

16 Q. So how did you hecome aware of that? 16 Q. Okay.

A7 A Tothe bestof my recoliection, lwasboth. .. _[17 A Sclet'sleaveitatthat _ . . .
18 verbally told that, and also | was shown some text, but |18 Q. Are you declining to say who those people are,
19 t don't know if | - if | had those texts in my - | 19 or you just don't remember who they were?

20 don't believe | had all those texts in my possession, 20  A. Weli, | just don't think it's part - part of

21 but | was shown some. ) 21 this deposition.

22 Q. Okay. And by? 22 Q. Okay. Well, I'll let you get away with that.
23 A Otherindividuals, 23 MR. AGUIRRE: Keep going. Let's go fo the
24 Q. By the name of? You have to give me their |24 next--let's goto the next.

25 namie. Was that your associate? 25 (Audio plays as follows:)
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1 "| was aware that there was a 1 "Huh?
2 meeting at their request to have the two. | 2 "Or businesses.
3 sides meet together, and she facilitated | 3 "Or businesses” No, she did not.
4 so that they could meet, and it was my 4 I'mnot going & do an inquisition here,
5 understanding that the two people from |5  butshedid not although the - let's
6 the cemetery was requesting the idea of |8  see. Theattomey —he's left the room.
7 discounted gasoline, discounted alcohol, |7 Hedid call herup and accuse her of
8 and a monument sign for their facility on |8  thal’
9 the - on the property_ 9 MR. AGUIRRE: Stop that.
10 "And you're aware of this because 10 BY MR. AGUIRRE:
1 1 the _— your assistant was there?" 11 Q. Did you have & document that told you that?
12 "She was there for the first part of 12 A Told me which part?
13 it when that happened, and then she ieft. |13 @ Aboutan attorney calling up and accusing your
14 She was only there for the first portion |14 assistant?
15 ofit. 15 A. And -~ as far as accusing on what?
16 "So how did you know about it? 16 Q. Whatever you wers saying there.
17 "“Huh? 17 A, Ckay. Yeah. | think we might need to change
18 "How did you know about it? 18 the name on your deal to Aguirre Severson & Rodriguez
10 "How did | know about? 19 bacause it sounds like as if he was working for you
20 "If your assistant wasn't there at the | 20 here, but - anyway, do | have a document of that? No.
21 meeting, how did you know? 21 Q. Yeah. In other words, what was your source of
22 "That was covered at the very first 22 information for saying that?
23 part of the meeting. 23 A Okay. Anumber of things. One thing, | was
24 "So she was there? 24 told. And also, if it's the conversation I'm thinking
25 " said she was at the first part of 25 of, | was also in the room when the conversation was
Page 38 Page 40
1 the meeting, yes. 1 going on over the phone.
2 "Okay. So she was there - 2 Q. With your assistant?
3 "She was not there for the entire 3 A, Yes. Butonce again, there's not a
4 meeting. 4 document — you asked if there's a document. There is
5 "Uh-huh. 5 not a document, and which is that's what we're dealing
6 "And two things. She was -- | think 6 with here today, is documents.
7 she was sick at the time, and she had 7 & And you're right, and we're going ~ you know,
8  just--justlost her son." 8 somaetimes we've got io find out what the information
g MR, AGUIRRE: Can you pause it? 9 was --
10 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 10 A, Uh-huh -
11 Q. Now, did you have a document that told you | 11 Q. --and then try to see i there was a
12 that she lost a son or a nephew? 12 document.
13 A. Once again, this is not -- that's nothing to 13 A, —uh-huh.
14 deal with this PRA. 14 There is no document.
15 Q. Ckay. So are you declining to answer? 15 MR, AGUIRRE: Okay. Continue on.
16 A, Well, in that it's not - it's not part of 16 {Audia plays as fallows:)
[ 17 this PRA, which is what this deposition's about. 17 "And because she had let -- it was a
18 Q. Okay. Let's continue. 18  situation to where she had went over and
19 (Audio plays as follows:) 19 signad documents, everything else and
20 "Now that you bring up the son or -- 20 agreements, and take care of i{” --
21 or nephew, do you know if your assistant 21 MR. AGUIRRE: Stop.
22 asked for burial services to be paid by a 22 BY MR. AGUIRRE:
23 local business? 23 Q. So you were indicating there that your
24 "No, she did not. 24 associate had gone over to Mica's La Vista --
25 "Or businesses? 25 A Uh-huh.
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Q. --and signed documents. Is that correct?

1
2 A. Correct.

3 Q. Okay. And was there a document that told you
4 that?

5 A. 1was shown documents.

8 Q. Chay. And what documents were you shown?
7 A, Itwas documents between Josie Flores Clark

8 and for the cemetery.

9 G. Okay.”

10 A. Sc | was shown them, but...

11 Q. Did you keep those documents?

12 A. | don't have those documents, no.

13 €. Okay. Were those documents related to the
14 burial of her nephew?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. Dkay. But you didn't retain the documents?

17 A. No.

18 MR. AGUIRRE: Keep going.
19 (Audio plays as follows:)

20 "A call the next week from Edco

21 asking had they set up services yet or

22 anything and" -

23 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

24 Q. Did you -- did you receive information in a
25 written form from Edco that John had called your

Page 43
said -- and this is John. He said, 'When

you get the bill, send it to me.' She

goes, "Why?' And that's when he informed
her that they had a company policy to

take care of their employeeas and their
retirees | think after they were vested

for their funeral services. S0 no, she

did not request from anyone that" --

9 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

10 Q. And that information came to you not by
11 written form?

12 A, Not by written form.

13 4. Okay. Continue on.

O~ DU RN

14 {Audio plays as follows:)

15 "That to happen. _

16 "She was unaware of it.

17 *She did not request from any

18 businasses to offer payment for the

19 burial service of a family member?

20 "She did not, no."

21 BY MR, AGUIRRE:

22 Q. And you heard about the 7,0007

23 A. Asfar as which -- which 7,000 we talking
24 ahout now?

25 Q. That she had asked for from Mica.

. Page 42
1 assistant to tell her that he would be - Edco would be

2 paying for the cost of the nephew's funeral?

3 MNot in written: form, no.

Just - that's what your associate told you?
Say what?

is that what your associate told you?

I's what Edco told me.

John told you that?

9 . John and also Steve South.

10 Q. Was that by email?

11 A. No, itwas not. They told me. They did not
12 write to me.

i3 Q. Aliright. Fair enough. And we'll respect
14 the fact that this is for documents.

15 MR. AGUIRRE: Do you mind if we take another
16 short break?

o~ ;o
>orPPR>

22 from Edco asking had they set up services
23 yet or anything. And at that point she

24 said, "Yes, I've already signed the

25 documents and everything else.' And he

A7 THEWITNESS: lf youwantfo, sure. .. .. .
18 {Recess, 10:50 AM to 11:01 AM.)

19 MR. AGUIRRE: Back on the record.

20 (Audio plays as follows:)

21 "She later got a call the next waeek

Page 44
1 A. I heard a claim made during public cornments at

2 city council.

3 Q. So ybu never heard that from her assistant?
4 A. No. And | have no documentation. My only

5 knowledge of that was a claim made by your clients in &
8 public commaent.

7 Q. Well, the contract that you saw -- what was

g the price?

9 A. | cannot re- — | saw orig- - there was a

10 couple of contracts, and so...

11 Q. Allright. So | don't want {o go too much

12 further than this, but you're -- as you sit here today,
13 it's your testimony that you had no knowlsdge that -- of
14 your associate asking for $7,000 from Mica?

15 A. | have no knowledge of that ever happening. |
16 only have knowledge of a claim made by your client.
17 - G _And then at the meeting you were at with Josie
18 when she received a call telling her that the $7,000
19 couldn't be paid? Did you ever hear that?

20 A. Don't recollect that, but | have no decument

21 onthat either.

22 Q. Okay. Allright. Let's keep - we're going

23 to goto April 15,

24 (Audio plays as follows:)

25 "I never had heard of Brikho
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Page 47

14 Q. s that the documents you were referring to?
15 A, | have to look through all this to see. Some

16 of it looks familiar --

17 Q. Take your time.

18 A. - some of it does not look familiar.

19 Q. Butthe specific question is: You had sald
20 that the email -- the text messages that you had just
21. described.

22 A, Huh?

23 Q. That's what I'm asking. s that - is

24 Exhibit 11 the text messages you were talking about
25 there?

1 discounis or asking people like that for 1 A. This looks similar and -- but | don't know if

2 discount. Well, no, | won't say that 2 it contains everything of what | was talking on there or

3 I've never heard it because | did because 3 not.

4 there's -- they kept wanting to show up 4 Q. Okay. Now, that was something that you

5 different stuff about text messages. 5 understood that was in Josie's possession?

6 There's a text messages they're not &  A. ldon't-I'm not aware if that was in her

7 showing, and that was a text message 7 possession or not.

8 between Mica and the developer, the 8 Q. Was that a document that was produced by the
9 Brikhos, where she is demanding that they 8 City in response to 24-6587
10 putin a formal listing, a formal letter 10 A. You're talking about this -- the ariginal,

11 that they -- that -- that Luisa and Mica 1% this first --

12 would get a discount of gasoline and 12 Q. Yes -

13 discount for alcohol and to have it 13 A --PRA?

14 notarized. And that's actually in a 14 Q. -yes.

15 text, but they don't show that 15 A, ldo --1did not see what all they produced.

16 because" - 16 1 only know what | gave them.

17 MR. AGUIRRE: No. Keep going. Keep going. |17 Q. Okay. Okay. So when you say "they produced,”
18 (Audio plays as follows:) 18 who -

18 -- "that wasn't between them and a 19 A, The City - from the Gity.

20 government official. It was between them 26 Q. And who spegifically did you understand did
21 and the developer.” 21 the producing?

22 MR. AGUIRRE: Okay. Stopit. 22 A I'massuming that comes both through our city
23 {Audio plays as follows:) 23 clerk and our -- our city attorney’s office.

24 "They were the ones asking for it." 24 Q. Okay. So you didn’t see what was actually
25 MR. AGUIRRE: I'm sorry. Just going a little | 25 produced?

Page 48 Page 48

1. further. 1 A, No. | only know what | gave them.

2 (Audio plays as follows:) 2 1. Did you keep a list of what you gave?

3 "And she actually had the audacity 3 A, | believe | do have a file and the things that
4 to come up here and act like as if | was 4 | gave, yes.

5  doing that." 5 Q. And - okay. Have you produced that?

6 BY MR. AGUIRRE: 6 A Huh?

7 Q. Okay. Sois Exhibit 11 - is that the 7 Q. Did you produce that to the -- for the — in
8 document that you were referring to? 8 response -

9 A. No. I'm sorry. Which cne now? ] A, Everything that | have | gave them, yes.

10 Q. Exhibit 11. 10 Q. Including your list?

M1 Mo, no. It's the email — or the text message 11 A, Including what?

12 exchange. 12 Q. Including your list?

13 A, Oh. 13 A, Nota list. |just gave them the documents.

14 €. I'm sorry. You said just a moment ago that
15 you had a list of what you gave and -

16 A, Oh

17 Q. - I'm just wondering --

18 A, No. i have a folder of things that | gave --

19 that | gave themi for the different PRAs.

20 G Uh-huh.

21 A, And so - hut | don't -- | don't know from

22 what of that that they saw was pertinent to forward on
23 as part of the PRA. '

24 Q. Is that an electronic folder?

25 A. No. it's a physical folder.
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1 Q. Where is that located?
2 A, At my office.
3 Q. At home?
4 A. No. In my office at -~ | don't have an office
5 at home. | have an office at City Hall,
6 Q. Okay. Let's go to the next ane.
7 {Audio plays as foliows:)
8 "The one that was from Martin Reeder
9 and claimed on there how they were
10 putting it on hold, so it's not hoid --
11 he didn't -- the party didn't mention --
12 if you lock up at the top of there — and
13 | was close enough where 1 could see
14 it -~ the subject matter of the text from
15 Martin Reeder was application
16 withdrawal.”

17 BY MR. AGUIRRE:
18 Q. Mow, do you know when that dosument was
19 produced? '

Bage 51
1 Q. And you didn't see it at that time?

2 A No

3 Q. And--

4 A, We were toid that they had withdrawn --

5 Q. But-

8 A. - but | did not see a document.

7 Q. Would it he fair to say that you understood -

8 you understand now that that document was produced after
2 your March 6 -- March 4 statemeant that all the documents

10 had basically been produced?

11 A. I'm not too sure. | don't know exactly when

12 it was produced to you.

13 Q. Okay. All right. Let's keep going.

14 If | can invite your attention back to

15 Exhibit 3.

16 A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. Bo you see the first document there is --
18 MR, PATE: Do you have an extra copy of

19 Exhibit 37

1 Ido not. | know the criginal document was on December

2 the 10th because it was when we had the council meeting.

3 Q. Butdo youremember at some point you said

4 that the City had scoured and had produced everything?
5 A
G tothe best of my recollection, yes.

7 Q. And that was in March that you made that

8 statement? Ws saw that before?

9 A. | believe -- | belleve that's correct.

190 (. Okay. Butthen do you have an understanding
41 that the document you jusi described was not produced
12 untii May? .

13 A. ldon't know the date that It went - when it

14 was produced. | - had to be before May because you

15 got - you gave me -- you gave us a packet, and it was

18 in that - it was in that packet. That was the first

17 time that | actually — actually got to see it. | had

18 been told about It and told they were producing another

19 document that they'd found, but | - first time | saw it

20 was in the packet that you gave us.

21 Q. SBo you didn't see it in December of 20247

22 A, No. ltwasn't sentto me. Thatwas

23 between — If | remember right, to the best of my

24 recollection, it was between the Brikhos going to Martin

25 Reeder, | was not included on that.

| ~ | said we tried to produce everything, so

20 A When - when it was originally produced? 20 THE WITNESS: I look on with you.
21 Q. It was produced in response o the PRA in this | 21 (Reporter interrupts overlapping speakers.)
22 case. 22 MR. AGUIRRE: Just take a break. Hold on.
23 A. Okay. Know it was produced to you? 23 We'll get an extra copy.
24 ). Yes. 24 (Recess, 11:10 AM to 11:21 AM.}
25 A. Okay. | don't know the exact date it was, no, 25 THE REPORTER: Back on the record.
Page 50 Page 52

1 8Y MR. AGUIRRE:

2 . So we're looking at Exhibit 3, and this is

3 from Joseph Brikho dated 30 May 2024, and it's to Josie
4 Flores Clark

5 A, Uh-huh.

6 . -- NC Mayor's office. Okay.

7 And you see that. Correct?

8 A Yes.

9 Q. All right. Now, if you go in - connected to '
10 that are a series of pictures --

11 A, Uh-huh.

12 G - and architectural drawings. And then the
13 next email after that. | can show you. it's about like

14 right here.

15 A Okay.

16 Q. And here's -- do you see — do you see the one
17 ! have in front of you?

18 A. Yes, it's that one.

19 MR. PATE: You gotit.

20 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

21 Q. So I'm looking at one from Josie Brikho., And
22 do you see what it says along the top there? Josie ~
23 Joseph Brikho --

24 A Uh-huh.

z5 Q. - and then Ben Martinez, yourself, Josie

Page 49..52
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1 Flores Clark --

2 A. Uh-huh.

3 Q. -~ and Eddy Brikho.

4 A. Uh-huh.

5 Q. Ckay. Pid you get a copy of this email?

&  A. | believe, best of my recollection, | got a

7 copy of this, yes, of what you see here.

8 Q. Did you produce your copy of this email?

9 A. To the best of my recollection, | wouid have,
10 yes.
11 Q. Now, if you turn the page. And the one we

12 just looked at -- if you look at the next page -- just
13 make sure I've got this,

14 No, that's fine. We don't have to ook at

15 that.

16 A. QOkay.

17 Q. Let's look at the one after that one. | see.
18 Okay.

19 So is it correct that as Josie -- I'm sorry.

20 Is it correct that, as your assistant received

21 these emails from the Brikhos, from time to time she
22 would forward them to you?

23 A. I'mnot a hundred percent sure, but that would
24 not be out of the ordinary.

25 Q. Okay. So did you produce all of the emails

w e~ OO R W N =

—
- o

12
13
14
15
16

18
19

20

21
22
23
24
25
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Uh-huh,

Yes? You gotta say --

Yes. Ms, Chapel, yes.

It's to Josie Fleres Clark and yourself, and
it's related to PRA 25-92 records request.

A. Okay.

Q. Canyou see that?

A, Okay.

Q. And it says, "We received the following PRA,
25-92, requesting from Marla Severson.” And then it
goes on to describe -- let's see — ten categories of
documents, and it indicates that the response is due by
February the 18th. See that on the second page?

Al Unk-huh.

Q. On the first page -- I'm sorry. First page on
the very top, is due by 2/187

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Do you see that?

A. | see that.

(. Okay. What did you do in response to your
receipt after you received Exhibit 127 :

A. lsay, this is one in a series of a number of
PRAs, but my assumption would be that | went ahead and
started forwarding it -- once again materials again. A
Iot of it was repeat, and to forward those on over.

oFrpor

’ Page 54
1 that the Brikhos sent Josie Flores Clark that were sent

2 to you by her? Did you produce all those? _

3 A, Tothe best of my knowledge, everything that

4 was sent to me | - | produced it.

5 Q. lf youwanted to see what was actually turned
& overin response to the PRAs in this case -

7 A Uh-huh,

8 Q. - from your files -

9 A, Uh-huh

10 Q. - what would you do?

11 A Whatwould | do?

12 Q. Yes.

13 A. 1:=1could ask through our city clerk or

14 through our city attorney's office what was turned over.
15 Q.. Okay. 8o - s0 the city clerk - and who in
16 the city clerk's office? _

17 A, Well, it would sither be the city clerk or the

18 assistant city clerk and/or through the city attorney’s
19 office.

20 Q. Okay. Let's mark as next in order, which will
21 be12.

22 {Exhibit 12 was marked for identification.)

23 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

24 Q. Exhibit 12 is an email from Shelley Chapel.
25 That's the city clerk. Correci?

W W~ MU W

—_—
—

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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Now, the date that is due, that's a date that

they fried to get it to the city clerk or the city
attorney's office so they can start puiting it together.
It's not necessarily due to be sent out. They're just
trying to get a response back so they could put their
materials together.
. And did you get a response back?
A. Did | get a response back?
Q. Did you get your response back by that date?
A. I'm -- | would have to take a look. ['m not
too sure if | did or not. These things were coming in
kind of hot and heavy and trying to keep up with all of
them and actually get a day's work togsther was kind of
difficult.
Q. And, again, those are good explanations. So
yeu don't reinember if you responded -
A. |--1can't give you a date on the exact date
that | responded toit.
Now, this is on a different PA -- PRA than the
onhe that we're - that this suit was about. Correct?
Q. I'm not really talking about what the suit's
about right now. I'm talking about --
A. Well, because the deposition was on the
lawsuit. So I'm just going -- s0 do we have to -- are
we going to go through alt 27 PRAs, is what my

www.apiusCR.com
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question -- even though my understanding of the lawsuit

1

2 is based on the original PRA.

3 Q. The question, | think, is that this is covered

4 by 688, and it's a effort {o try to get a better

5 response.

6 A Uh-huh.

7 Q. Okay. 8o there's ~ but Ml just - you

8 don't remember having -- let me just ask you this

8 question -

10 A ldon't remember the specifics on -- on how |

11 responded to this one. And if there had only been one
12 PRA, i's one thing, but having this many PRAs, | can't
13 tell you the specific dates or what the specific things

14 was, responsa {o each one of them.

15 Q. Okay. But what you can tell us is whatever it
16 is that you gathered up is in a folder somewhere in your
17 office and -~

18 A. !believe it's a complete folder. | tried to

19 keep complete records on it, yes.

28 Q. The records that you provided are contained,
21 as best as you know, in a foider in your office called
22 what?

23 A, lt'sjustafolder that | got with -- says

24 "PRAs" | think.

25 Q. Okay. Butlis it a folder that says "PRAs" in

. FPage 59
1 something here -
2 A Okay
3 Q. --if we can gef your help.
4 A. Sure.
5 Q. It has to do with the phones. Now, it looks
6 like you've got a black phone in the hand there.
7 A, Uh-huh.
8

1. And then - and then - then you switch over
9 to a green phons. :

10 AL Uh-huh.

11 Q. s thattrue? It's one grean and cne black?
12 A. Yes. Well, it's the covers, yeah,

13 Q. And which is which?

14 A. This - the black one is the city phone.

i5 Q. QOkay. And the green is personal?

16 A. Yeah. :

17 Q. Green color. Okay.

18 On your calendar, who kesps your calendar?
18 A. Myself and my assistant.

20 Q. And is that on Qutiook?

21 A. Yes. | - yes, yes,

22 Q. Do you kesp any calendar for -- other than
23 your official city calendar?

24 A. The only thing is just if | need to block out
25 atime so | make sure | don't put an appointment in,

Page 58
1 specific reference to the PRAs in this case?

2 A. | can'tiell you. That's the main PRAs I've

3 been dealing with lately, but...

4 . Let me see if | can help us.

5 What I'm trying to get at is, is to cover the

6 possibility that what you produced was not actually what
7 was delivered for a lot of different reasons -

8 A Unh-huh.

9 Q. - notnefarious necessarily. Sowhatl'm

10 trying to get to is, vou kept your own copy of the
11 records you gathered that were responsive, as you
112 understood it, to 24-688 and to 25-92. Correct?

13 A. lbelieve | have complete copies of that.

14 Q. Gkay. Andlthink - okay. And that's

15 that -- that folder is in your offica’¥

16 A. Should be. I'm not too sure if it's a hundred

17 percent complete, but there should be -- a number of the
18 responses to PRAs were In there.

19 MR, AGUIRRE: Okay. Letl's take a shori break,
20 and we might be done.

121 - MR. PATE: Ckay.

22 {Recess, 11:31 AM to 11:45 AM.)

23 MR. AGUIRRE: Back on the record. Sorry.

24 BY MR. AGUIRRE:

25 Q. Okay. Sc, Mayor, we want 1o show you

10

11 specifically 688 and 92 you have in a folder somewhere
12 in your office?

13 A | believe so.

14 Q. ls that trus?

15 A, You're saying -- you're saying those numbers,

16 and there's a — got a lot of those numbers lately.
A7 Q. Did.you forward that information then in hard
18 copy or electronically or both?

192 A, Both.

20 Q. Okay. And that was what you sent to the city
21 clerk?

22 A. Correct.

23 Q. Did you send something different to the city

24 attorney?

25 A, Never-to the best of my knowledge, never

Puge 60
1 1l just block out something. :

2 Q. And then just - last clarification.

3 The folder that has what you found -

4 A. Well, some of it's on folders. Some of it's

5 in the mess on my desk, and I've got kind of -- to make

B sure | get it all assembled, but | believe | have a

7 fairly complete copy.

8 Q. Okay. Let me make sure | get a good question
9 then. :

S0 the ~ what you produced in response fo

Page 57..60
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anything different.

Q. Okay. In other words, you copied -- you might
have copied the city attorney on what you sent {o the

Page 63
I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California, do hersby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken

1
2
3
a city clerk? 4 before me at the time and place herein set forth; that
5 A Right. 5 any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to
6 Q. NOW, you know,just a housekeeping thil’lg. 6 testifying, were duly sworn; that a record of the
' - ai . , )
7 It's no big deal, but, as you probably know, we had 7 proceedings was made by me using machine shorthand
. ™ . . g8 which th £t t £ ibed b ; that th
8 Josle's deposition scheduled for - Josie Flores Clark's which was therealber LIanscribec by me: that the
ep . g foregoi 15 C d of the testi i -
2 deposition was scheduled -- did you know that? -- OEEEEInY 28 8 Lrue rmcord of The testinony ghven
10 Further, that if the foregoing pertains to the.
10 before? }
11 original transcript of a deposition in a federal case,
11 A. Yes. ]
. 12 before completicn of the procesedings, review of the
12 Q. And then she had to cancel it? -,
13 transcript [ X2 ] was [ ] was neot requested.
13 A, Yes. . . . .
14 I further certify I am neither financially
14 Q. NOW, we had reports that she was aCtually’ you 15 interested in the action nor a relative or employee of
15 know, nol what was represented to us as. Do you know | | any attorney or party to this action.
16 where she was yeSterday? 17 In witness whereocf, I have this date
17 A Yes. 18 subscribed wmy name.
18 Q. Where? 19
19 A. 8he was at her -- she was dropping off her 20 Dated: June 4, 2025
20 husband. He was having surgery, and she was also at 21
21 some mEfetmgs. And she was picking him up and taking 22 Vitomoms. S =T, .
22 care of him. 23 ¢
23 MR. AGUIRRE: Ckay. Fair. All nght That's Vercnica S. Thowpson
24 all, Counsel. Thank you very much for your courtesy. 24 california CSR 5056, RFR, CRR, CCRR
25 Much appreciated. Okay? 25
Page 62' Page 64
1 MR. PATE: Thank you, Mr. Aguirre. 1 DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
2 We have a standard stip in place, | wouid % Case Name: Folanco
3 assume, or per Code? Al right. We'll figure it out. ve. The City of National City
4 MR. AGUIRRE: It's per Code anyway. | don't 3 Date of Deposition: 05/28/2025
5 think you can change it anyway. | think everything's 4 Job Ho.: 10164479
6 gotta be Code now. Right, deposition officer? 5
. . - . 5 T, RONALD MORRISON, hereh £if
7 MR. PATE: Well, my question is if you want it GrERY eartity
. . . . L 7 under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
8 electronically sent directly to the witness, which is P ¥ oh perinE
8 that the foregoing is true and correct.
9 the new method or you --
e ' . 9 Executed this day of
10 MR. AGUIRRE: That's fine. We'll do it the . soss. at
' 25, &
11 new way. We'll do it your way. Okay. That sounds .
12 good. 15
13 MR. PATE: All right. 13
14 THE REPORTER: Mr. Pate, do you need to order| AONALD NORRLSON
15 acopy? 15
16 MR. PATE: Yes, please. 16 NOTARIZATION (If Required)
17 (The deposition concluded at 11:49 AN} 17 State of
18 18 County of
19 19 Subscribed and sworn to {or affirmed) bhefore me on
20 20 this day of T
21 21 by ‘ proved to me on the
22 22 baste of satisfactory evidence to be the person
23 23 who appeared before me.
24 24 Signature: {Seal)
25 25
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1 DEPOSITION ERRATA SHEET
Case Name: Polance
2 va. The City of Mational City
Name of Witness: Ronald Morrison ’
3 Date of Deposition: 05/28/2025
Job Ho.: 10144479
4 Reasen Codes: 1. To clarify the record.
2. To conform to the facts.
5 3. To correct transcription errors.
6 Page Line Reason
7 From to
B Page Line Reason
9 From to
i0 Bage Line Reamon
11 From to
12 Page Line Reason
13 ¥rom to
14 Page Line . Reason
15 From to
16 Dage Line Reason
17 From to
i3 Fage Line Reaszon
19 From to
20 Page Line Reason
21 From to
22 Page Line Reason
23 From to
24 Page Line Reason
25 From ‘ to
. Page 66
i DEPOSITION ERRATA SHEET
2 Page Line ‘Reason
3 From to
4 Page Line Reagon
5 From to
6 Page Line Reason
7 From to
3 Page Line Reason
3 From to
10 Fage Lins Reason
11 From to
12 Fage Line Reason
13 From : to
14 Page Line Reason
15 From to
18 Rage Line Reason
17 From to
18 Page Line Reason
18 From. - - to.
20 Paga Line Reagon
2% From to
22 _ Subject to the above changes, I cextify that the
transcript ias true and correct
23 ¥o changes have been made, I certify that the
transcript is true and ¢orrect.
24
25 RONALD MORRISON
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