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These minutes have been abbreviated. Video recordings of the full
proceedings are on file and available to the public.

CALL TO ORDER

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission if the City of National City
was called to order at 6:01 p.m. via teleconference and in the Council
Chamber, located in City Hall, 1243 National City Boulevard, National City,
California.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Valenzuela, Sanchez, Quinones, Miller, Castle,
Armenta.

6:04 p.m. Vice-Chair Castle joined.
6:05 p.m. Commissioner Sanchez joined.

Vice-Chair Castle discloses that the doors were locked.

Commissioners Absent: Forman.

Staff Also Present: Director of Community Development Carlos Aguirre,
Associate Planner David Welch, Assistant Planner Sophia Depew, Deputy City
Attorney Ashlin Y. Lutes, Sergeant Joseph Camacho, and Executive Secretary

Sarah Esendencia.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge of Allegiance led by Chair Miller.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Alisha Morrison made a public comment not related to the agenda.

~ 7 Doyle Morrison made a public comment not related to the agenda.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1. Approval of Agenda for the Regular Planning Commission Meeting
on November 18, 2024.

Motion by Castle, second by Quinones, to approve the agenda.
Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Valenzuela, Sanchez, Quinones, Miller, Castle, Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Forman.

Motion approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Planning Commission Meeting
of November 4, 2024.

Motion by Castle, second by Armenta, to approve the minutes.
Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Valenzuela, Sanchez, Quinones, Miller, Castle, Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.
Absent: Forman.
Motion approved.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

4. Determination that the project is categorically exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 32 of the CEQA guidelines
Section 15332 (Infill-Development Projects) and Conditional Use Permit for
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a Proposed Development compromised of a new service station,
convenience store with request for off-sale alcohol (ABC Type-21), drive-
through, eating place, and five residential units with Zone Variance request
related to maximum driveway, width, minimum street wall, and the location
on the north side of Sweetwater Road between Olive Street and Orange
Street. Case File No.: 2024-08 CUP APNS: 563-252-12-00, 563-252-13-00,
563-252-14-00, 5633-252-23-00.

Chair Miller discloses that ltem 4 will be continued to a time certain in order
to provide additional review time for staff.

Doyle Morrison made a public comment.

Alisha Morrison made a public comment.

Helen Chisolm made a public comment.

Ashley Morrison registered in opposition of the item.
Briana Bringas registered in opposition of the item.
Jesus Bringas registered in opposition of the item.
Jose Vasquez registered in opposition of the item.
Adrian Bringas registered in opposition of the item.
Patty Roman registered in opposition of the item.
Veronica Tena registered in opposition of the item.
Terry Lawson registered in opposition of the item.

Motion by Valenzuela, second by Quinones, to continue the item to
a date certain (December 2, 2024).

Motion carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Valenzuela, Quinones, Miller, Armenta.
Noes: Sanchez, Castle.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Forman.

Motion approved.
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Vice-Chair Castle states for the record that she voted no due to not being
notified that the item would be continued prior to the meeting, and due to
many residents in opposition of the item. She believed that the community
involvement is important to the hearings and to the meetings and in
respect to everyone’s time so she voted no.

Commissioner Sanchez states for the record his no vote was for the same
reason as Vice-Chair Castle.

3. Determine that the project is categorically exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 1 of the CEQA guidelines
Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and Conditional Use Permit for the
addition of live entertainment and expansion of approved operating hours
for beer and wine sales (Case File No.: 2024-21 CUP APN: 556-311-05-
00ABC Type-41) at an existing restaurant (Mariscos El Tiburon) located at
5343 Highland Avenue. Case File No.: 2024-21 CUP APN: 556-311-05-00.

Commissioner Armenta discloses that she has had lunch at the restaurant
and has done a property inspection as well as talked to the owner.

Vice-Chair Castle discloses that she is familiar of the property, has had
discussion amongst residents when she was campaigning, and discloses
that she is within 1,000 feet and states that she is within rights to vote on
the item.

Commissioner Sanchez discloses that he lives within 1,000 feet of the
property and recuses himself.

6:27 p.m. Commissioner Sanchez leaves the dias.
Assistant Planner Sophia Depew, made a PowerPoint presentation.

Socorro Vasquez, representative of the applicant was present to answer
any questions from the Commissioners and Public had.

Tammy Chavez made a public comment.
Alex Fernandez made a public comment.

Daisy Alcantar made a public comment.

Motion by Castle, second by Armenta to close the Public Hearing.
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Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Valenzuela, Quinones, Miller, Castle. Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Forman.

Recuse: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

Motion by Castle, second by Valenzuela, to adopt Resolution No. 2024-
18, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of National City,
California determining that the project is categorically exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 1 of the CEQA
guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and approving a conditional
use permit modification for beer and wine sales (ABC Type-41) at a new
restaurant (Tacos El Franc) located at 3030 Plaza Bonita Road, Suite
1108 Case File No.: 2024-14 CUP APN: 564-471-07-00 as amended by
Vice-Chair Castle on Conditions 9 and 10.

Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Valenzuela, Quinones, Miller, Castle. Armenta.
Noes: None.

Abstain: None.

Absent: Forman.

Recuse: Sanchez.

Motion approved.

Chair Miller states that the operators of the restaurant fully understand all
the conditions of approval and abide by them. As staff mentioned, if there
are issues, if Code Enforcement or Police are called, the item can come
back to Planning Commission for revocation.

7:51 p.m. Commissioner Sanchez returned to the dias.

OTHER BUSINESS

5. Request to initiate a General Plan Amendment and Zone Change for
property located at 3040 East 16" Street and neighboring parcels to change
the zoning from RS-2 to MXC-1.

Associate Planner David Welch made a PowerPoint presentation.
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Sushmitha Kudari, representative of the applicant was present to answer
any questions from the Commissioners and Public had.

Motion by Valenzuela, second by Sanchez to approve the initiation of the

General Plan Amendment and Zone Change.
Motion carried by the following vote:
Ayes: Valenzuela, Quinones, Sanchez, Miller, Castle. Armenta.
Noes: None.
Abstain: Castle.
Absent: Forman.

Motion approved.

Vice-Chair Castle states for the record that she abstains due to a potential

conflict and states she has alerted the Deputy City Attorney.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS:

Deputy City Attorney: None.

Director of Community Development: Sends his appreciation to the
Commission for their diligence that they put to each item and apologizes
for continuing item 4 and thanks for everyone understanding.

Vice-Chair Castle: Thanks staff for their efforts and hard work that goes
into planning. Stated that she did agree with the public comments about
something being done at the crosswalk on Orange due to an extended
family member who was hit and passed away. Wishes everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Commissioner Valenzuela: Ask counsel if notices were not perfected.
Deputy City Attorney answered her question. Valenzuela wishes everyone
a Happy Thanksgiving.

Commissioner Sanchez: Thanks staff for the reports and states ‘we won
the Baja.’

Commissioner Armenta: Thanks staff for their patience for all the
information with emails and states that she needs to learn more of the
process on item 4.
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Commissioner Quinones: Thanks staff for all the work they do request
public is notified whether an item will be pulled or canceled in the future.
Wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Commissioner Forman: Absent.

Chair Miller: States the work that is done by staff and Planning
Commission, it is the actual implementation of democracy. Wishes
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

ADJOURNMENT
Chair Miller adjourned to the Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the
City of National City, Monday, December 2, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council

Chamber, located in City Hall, 1243 National City Boulevard, National City,
California.

The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

h~—

Esendencia, Executive Secretary

The foregoing minutes were approved at the Regular Meeting of December 2,
2024.
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Martin Miller, Chair






