REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL

March 4, 2025, 6:00 p.m.
City Council Chamber - 1243 National City Boulevard
National City, CA

Present: Councilmember Molina
‘ - Councilmember Rodriguez
. Councilmember Yamane
Vice-Mayor Bush
Mayor Morrison

Others Present: Ben Martinez, City Manager
Barry J. Schultz, City Attorney
Shelley Chapel, City Clerk
Carlos Aguirre, Director of Community Development
Bruce Foltz, Director of Finance
Brian Hadley, Deputy City Manager
Alex Hernandez, Chief of Police
Lydia Hernandez, Director of Human Resources
Tonya Hussain, Deputy City Clerk
Steve Manganiello, Director of Engineering & Public Works
Sergio Mora, Fire Chief
Martin Reeder, Assistant Director of Community Development

1. CALL TO ORDER

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of National City was called to order at
6:03 p.m. via teleconference and in the Council Chamber, located in City Hall, 1243
National City Boulevard, National City, California.

2. ROLL CALL
Councilmembers present: Molina, Rodriguez, Yamane, Bush, Morrison

Interpretation in Spanish provided by Carlos Diaz and Luisa Diaz de Leon.



3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Councilmember Yamane led the Pledge of Allegiance.
4. INVOCATION

Delivered by Heart Revolution Church Assistant Pastor, Carlos Carrillo.
5. PUBLIC COMMENT

In-person comment:
Edward Nieto

Eddie Perez
Geoffrey Schrock
Ava [rizarry

Maria Severson
Alisha Morrison -
Natalia Vilas Boas
Patricia Teran
Sandra Scheller
Luisa McCarthy
Mica Polenco

Ted Godshalk
Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Jacqueline Reynoso

Virtual Comment:
Madison Rapp

6. PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITION
6.1 Introduction of New City Employees

Police Chief Hernandez and Director of Engineering and Public Works Steve
Manganiello introduced new department staff.

7. PRESENTATION (Limited to Five (5) Minutes each)

71 San Diego Community Power Presentation

San Diego Community Power Chief Executive Officer Karin Burns provided a
PowerPoint presentation.

Vice-Mayor Bush left the dais at 7:02 p.m. and returned at 7:06 p.m.

8. REGIONAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS (Limited to Five (5) Minutes
each)

Councilmember Rodriguez had nothing to report.




Councilmember Yamane reported on legislative updates for San Diego County Water
Authority.

Councilmember Molina provided an update on the SANDAG Board of Directors Meeting.

Vice-Mayor Bush had no report.

Mayor Morrison reported on the business of the SANDAG Planning Policy Committee
(audio).

INTERVIEWS AND APPOINTMENTS

9.1

9.2

Appointments: Board of Library Trustees; Community & Police Relations
Commission; Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizen's Advisory Committee; and,
Public Art Committee

Recommiendation: Mayoral Appointment with the City Councilmembers’
Confirmation.

ACTION: Motion by Mayor Morrison, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bush to appoint
Patricia McGhee as a full-member to the Board of Library Trustees with a term
ending September 30, 2027.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

ACTION: Motion by Mayor Morrison, seconded by Counciimember Molina to
appoint Jake Zindulka to the Community & Police Relations Commission with a
term ending March 31, 2027; and Daniel Orth and William Phillips with terms
ending March 31, 2028.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

ACTION: Motion by Mayor Morrison, seconded by Councilmember Yamane to
appoint Sorayda Santos to the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee with a term ending September 30, 2027.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Appointments: City Boards, Commissions, and Committees — City Council
Interview and Appointment for the Civil Service Commission and Planning
Commission.

City Council to Conduct Interviews and Appoint.
Interviews were conducted for the following Planning Commission applicants:

Sherry Gogue
Claudia Valenzuela (incumbent) (via Zoom)

Applicant Susan Meyers withdrew her application prior to the meeting.
Applicant Brandon Bueoy was not present to be interviewed.



10.

City Council votes for Planning Commissioner were as follows:
Councilmember Rodriguez — Claudia Valenzuela

Vice-Mayor Bush — Claudia Valenzuela
Councilmember Molina — Sherry Gogue

Mayor Morrison — Claudia Valenzuela
Councilmember Yamane — Claudia Valenzuela

Applicant Claudia Valenzuela received the majority of the votes and was
reappointed to the Planning Commission with a term ending March 31, 2029.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Motion by Councilmember Molina, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bush to approve all Consent
Calendar Items with the exception of Item 10.6 pulled for public comment.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

Approval of Reading by Title Only and Waiver of Reading in Full of Ordinance on
this Agenda

Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes
Approve and file.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Emergency Medical System Transport Study

Adopted Resolution No. 2025-18.

Adopt the Resolution Entitled, “Resolution of the City Council of the City of National
City, California, Waiving the Formal Bid Process Pursuant to National City
Municipal Code Section 2.60.220 (B) Regarding the Sole Source for AP Triton,
LLC, to Evaluate and Optimize the Emergency Medical Transport System in
National City and Approving and Authorizing the Mayor to Execute a Professional
Services Agreement by and between the City of National City and AP Triton, LLC,
for a Total Not-to-Exceed Amount of $51,250.00",

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

First Amendment to the Agreement with North County E.V.S. Inc. for Fire
Apparatus Services

Adopted Resolution No. 2025-19.

Adopt the Resolution Entitled: “Resolution of the City Council of the City of
National City, California, Authorizing the Mayor to Execute a First Amendment to
the Agreement with North County E.V.S. Inc. to Extend the Agreement by One-



10.5

Year to June 30, 2026, and to Increase the Not-to-Exceed Amount by $100,000
for a Total Not-to-Exceed Amount of $150,000.”

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Request to Install Red Curb “No Parking” at the Intersection of Palm Avenue and
E. 17th Street to Enhance Visibility at the Intersection.

Adopted Resolution No. 2025-20.

Authorizing the Installation of Red Curb “No Parking” at the Intersection of Palm
Avenue and E. 17th Street to Improve Visibility.”

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Item pulled for discussion.

10.6

Warrant Register #26 - #28 for the Period of 12/20/24 through 1/9/25 in the Amount
of $3,873,857.43

Public comment received from Edward Nieto.
Recommendation: Ratify Warrants Totaling $3,873,857.43

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Yamane, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bush to
ratify the warrants.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

11.  STAFF REPORTS

Mayor Morrison left the dais at 7:30 p.m. and returned at 7:36 p.m.

11.1

11.2

POLICY105 REQUEST- Presentation on National City Urban Forest
Management Plan

Recommendation: Receive Presentation and Provide Direction to Staff.

Director of Engineering/Public Works Steve Manganiello provided a PowerPoint
presentation. West Coast Arborists Vice President Mike Palat answered questions
posed by the City Council.

No vote.

Report on Sewer Rate Study and Proposed Rate Increase.

Vice-Mayor Bush left the dais at 8:10 p.m. and returned at 8:12 p.m.

Adopted Resolution No. 2025-21.



Assistant Director of Engineering/Public Works Martha Juarez provided a
PowerPoint presentation with Ardurra Southwest Operations Manager Carmen
Kasner.

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution Entitled: “Resolution of the City Council of
the City of National City, California, 1) Accepting the Sewer Rate Study; 2)
Approving Revisions to Policy No. 201, Maintenance of Reserve Funds; and 3)
Scheduling a Public Hearing and Directing Staff to Mail Out a Notice of Public
Hearing as Required by Proposition 218.”

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Molina, seconded by Councilmember
Rodriguez to adopt the resolution.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Mayor Morrison called for a recess at 8:30 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 8:40 p.m. with all members present.
11.3  Staff Report on the Establishment of a Tobacco Retail License Program.

Assistant Director of Community Development Martin Reeder provided a
PowerPoint presentation with SAY San Diego Community Organizer Manuel
Andrade.

Councilmember Rodriguez left the dais at 8:44 p.m. and returned at 8:45 p.m.

In-person comment: Virtual Comment:
Gloria Salas Peggy Walker
Irma Hernandez Barbara Gordon
Maria Martinez Kelly McCormick
Cynthia Knapp Megan Stuart
Jacob Charles Glover Lauren Medina
Edan Lezarus Shukri Aden

Edward Nieto

Written comment:
Gena Knutson
Kailey Quezada
Mary Pinto-Badiner
Sarah Boyer

Those who submitted a Speaker's Slip in favor, but did not wish to speak:
Ava Irizarry

Camila Hernandez

Sophia Hernandez

Karina Hernandez

John Dale Noriega

Martha Villanella




Recommendation: Consider Staff Report and Give Direction to Staff on the
Inclusion of a Tobacco Retail Program within NCMC § 9.38 (Restricting the Sale,
Display, and Promotion of Tobacco Products or Cigarettes to Minors).

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Rodriguez, seconded by Councilmember
Yamane to direct staff to establish a Tobacco Retail License Program in
conjunction with SAY San Diego, to bring forth an ordinance in the near future and
to include a fee at the county level of $730 per year requiring compliance checks
every year.

Motion carried by 4-1 vote.

Ayes: Molina, Rodriguez, Yamane, Bush
Nay: Morrison

11.4 Discussion of Amending Chapter 9.60 of the National City Municipal Code to
‘ Expand Operating Hours for Store Front Cannabis Retail Facilities.

Assistant Director of Community Development Martin Reeder introduced the
item.

Councilmember Rodriguez left the dais at 9:43 p.m. and returned at 9:44 p.m.
ltem introduced by Assistant Director of Community Development Martin Reeder.

In-person comment:
Alex Ayon

David Vu

Veronica Aguilera
Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Linda Davies
Cynara Velazquez
Jaqueline Reynoso
Nancy Estolan
Edward Nieto
Thomas Rike

Mayor Morrison left the dais at 9:57 p.m. and retumned at 10:00 p.m.

Virtual Comment:
Becky Rapp
Megan Stuart
Kelly McCormick
Peggy Walker
Madison Rapp
Russell Palmer

Written comment:
Edward Wicker
Ted Godshalk




One Speaker's Slip was received in favor from Jeffrey Knight who did not wish to
speak.

Recommendation: Staff recommends that the City Council consider amending
Chapter 9.60 of the National City Municipal Code to expand operating hours for
store front cannabis retailers from the current hours to six a.m. to ten p.m., seven
days a week, in alignment with California State regulations.

ACTION: Motion by Vice-Mayor Bush seconded by Councilmember Rodriguez to
approve the staff recommendation.

Motion approved by 4-1 vote.
Ayes: Bush, Molina, Rodriguez, Morrison
Nays: Yamane

Item taken out of order.

13.1 POLICY 105 REQUEST - NCMC8.32.015 Restrictions on Keeping Certain
Animals, Birds, and Reptiles - Requested by Councilmember Rodriguez

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Rodriguez, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bush to
add the item to a City Council meeting following the retreat and that
Councilmember Rodriguez would create the staff report.

Motion carried by 4-1 vote.

Ayes: Molina, Rodriguez, Yamane, Bush
Nay: Morrison

At 10:30 p.m., Councilmember Molina reminded the City Council of Policy #104 that requires the
City Council Meeting to be adjourned no later than 10:30 p.m. unless extended by Council vote.

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Molina, seconded by Councilmember Yamane to
extend the meeting beyond 10:30 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Vice Mayor Bush left the dais at 10:27 p.m.
11.5 City Council Expenditure Report: July 2024 through January 2025

Receive and File Expenditure Report for the City Council for the period of July
2024 Through January 2025

Recommendation: Presented in Exhibit A.

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Molina, seconded by Yamane to move the
item to the next Council meeting.



12.

13.

14.

15.

Motion carried by unanimous vote of those present.

Absent: Vice-Mayor Bush

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

None.

ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORT

Closing remarks were provided by members of the City Council.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

Mayor Morrison introduced City Attorney Schultz who announced that the Council offered
to settle the claim for $47,000 and the vote was unanimous for Closed Session ltem 5.1.

CLOSED SESSION
5.1 LIABILITY CLAIM
Government Code Section 54957
Claimant: Adam Cairo
Claim No: LP-400-0193-24
Agency Claimed Against: City of National City

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Morrison adjourned to the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of National
City, Tuesday, March 18, 2025, 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, located in City Hall,
1243 National City Boulevard, National City, California.

The meeting adjourned at 10:32 p.m. y
i L |

Tony{yﬁssain, CMC, Deputy City Clerk

The foregoing minutes were approved at the Re a/r/,‘l\lleeting of April 1, 2025.

/N

RonAMorrison, Mayor




