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Good Evening,
Last week a viral campaign was spread online by unknown organizers. An image was
circulated to hundreds of thousands of people in SD county that specified South Bay plaza as

the destination for a mass demonstration.

| state for the public record that it should have been known to become a street take over in light
of similar gatherings across the country.

As the events of January 31st clearly show. The city failed in its duty to secure public peace.
Ending with the deployment of tear gas.

The event was promoted in the National City Neighborhood Watch group of which my
Councilman, Jose Rodriguez was a Moderator.

After last Friday's disruption he is no longer.

I went to the rally hoping to find a peaceful gathering. Upon my arrival my worst fears were
confirmed. Within an hour of its inception it was a sideshow.

The lawlessness | witnessed left me dismayed, furthermore the lack of any police presence until
it was too late, was an error on the part of city officials.

Tiktok and X became full of negative reactions towards the demonstration.

To my shock | watched an NBC7 report which guoted Councilman Rodriguez and his knowledge
of this unlawful assembly. The councilman confirmed to reporter Jeanette Quezada that it was a
“community led protest, and there is no specific organization behind it”.

A contradiction, considering the presence of outside elements and zero leadership.

Councilman Rodriguez wasn't at the event, but posted a video to instagram cruising down
Highland during if, telling people to be safe while framing it with racially charged language.




Ironic given the apparent lack of planning for their safety.

The city government bears the responsibility for what was a foreseeable street takeover. It is the

2nd such takeover | have withessed at the same location.
If | knew it would happen, you knew it could happen.

No one in this body bears more responsibility than council member Rodriguez, who promoted
this unlawful gathering in both his social media and in the press.

National City was embarrassed on the global stage, when tensions are at an all time high and
dangers to the Mexican community are the most serious in decades.

The worst possible PR disaster was allowed to occur and was encouraged by Rodriguez

As a result, the damage done to the Mexican community is irreparable for the foreseeable
future.

Video continues to spread and calls for our removal at a fever pitch.
We can't change the past but it is my hope that we learn from this as a community.
Solutions won't be found in the streets, but in the law.

Thank you.
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Stay safe folks

#DefundICE






