National Gity Chamber of Commerce

901 National City Bivd.

National City, CA, 91950

Business: (619) 477-9339

Fax: (619) 477-5018

Email: thechamber@nalionalcitychamber.org

Website: www.nationalcitychamber.org

January 2, 2025

National City Council Members
1243 National City Blvd

National City, CA 91950

Dear National City Council Members,

On behalf of the National City Chamber of Commerce, please accept this letter of support urging the City
Council of National City to adopt a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program as a municipal ordinance.

As the National City Chamber of Commerce, we work to enhance the economic development of the local
community, by supporting businesses and their owners to reach their goals.

Despite the legal age to purchase tobacco being 21, we know that 20% of stores that sell tobacco in National
City sell to youth. Many more continue to sell flavored tobacco products, despite them being prohibited nearly
2 years ago. Adopting a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program will help educate the stores about the
law and hold them accountable if they chose to violate the community's trust and sell these highly addictive
products to youth.

The tobacco retailers who chose to make these illegal sales may be violating California’s Unfair Competition
Law; by selling prohibited products to underage buyers, they have an unfair advantage over National City's law-
abiding retailers. We understand a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program will reduce these unfair
practices and level the playing field.

We are teaming up with the National City Coalition for Better Heath, Sweetwater Union High School District,

and community leaders to advocate for the timely passage of a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License
program.

If you require more information about the National City Chamber of Commerce, please contact us via email at
chair@nationalcitychamber.org

Sincerely,

W

it

Karen McManus - Chairwoman



OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY

December 18, 2024

National City Councilmembers
1243 National City Blvd

National City, CA 91950

Dear National City Councilmembers,

The Tobacco-Free Coalition of San Diego County is very concerned about the health of residents in our
communities and actively works to prevent additional deaths and diseases caused by tobacco addiction.
As Co-Chairs of this very successful coalition, and on behalf of its members we strongly recommend
National City join over 230 California municipalities requiring a local tobacco retailer license to sell
tobacco products—including 11 in San Diego County. National City residents deserve the best type of
tobacco retail licensing policy which is one that is comprehensive.

Tobacco retail licensing policies are badly needed. Despite the legal age to purchase tobacco being 21
since 2017, a recent survey showed that 20% of stores that sell tobacco in National City sold them to
youth. Many continue to sell flavored tobacco products — known as the starter product for youth, despite
being illegal to do so in California since December 2022. A comprehensive Tobacco Retail License
program will educate retailers about the law, hold them accountable for violations, and keep these highly
addictive products out of the hands and mouths of our youth.

Tobacco retail licensing policies have many benefits beyond saving lives. They pay for themselves, saves
taxpayers’ dollars, and ensures a level playing field for tobacco retailers, especially for law abiding ones.
National City law enforcement can also apply for funding from the California Department of Justice,
Tobacco Enforcement Grant Program to set up the program and begin enforcement and bring important
revenue to the City.

We've partnered with the National City Coalition for Better Heath, Sweetwater Union High School District,
and community leaders, all supporting a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program. Please feel
free to contact us for more information via email at Chelsea Walczak Vircks at
Chelsea.Walczak.Vircks@heart.org, or Alexandra Swift at alexandra.swift@sdcoe.net .

Sincerely,
Ml Apancha Swige
Chelsea Walczak-Vircks, Co-Chair Alexandra Swift, Co-Chair

Members Represent the Following Organizations:

Amenican Cancer Souery - Cancer Action Metwork, Amercan Cancer Society - Cancer Canter Pormiarships, Amarican Heart

Asziation, American Lung Assetmtion, ARCHES Lak: - $0SU, Aman Pacdic Parinzrs for Smpoverment, Aduczacy 2nd Leadership
{APPEAL), Californla’s Clean Alr Project, Canser for Tabaceo and the Environmen - SOSU. Community Action, Serves & Advacacy

{CA3A), Farmily Health C2nters of San Dlego, Indian Health Council Insotuce for Public Strateges, Kick italifornlz, L jolia Trilsal
Mo allticars, North Coastal Prevenbon Coslivon, Resiue




January 14, 2025

U
¢
SAY San Diego

Social Advocates
for Youth

National City Council Members
1243 National City Blvd
National City, CA 91950

Dear Honorable Members of the National City Council,

On behalf of SAY San Diego, we strongly support efforts to request that the City Council of
National City adopt a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program as a municipal ordinance.

SAY San Diego, a county-wide nonprofit service organization, has had an ongoing and
longstanding commitment to prevention and harm reduction related to Alcohol, Tobacco and
Other Drugs, with a special focus on reducing risks and hazards for children, youth and families.
We anchor our ATOD prevention efforts in our vision of promoting opportunity, equity and
well-being for all San Diego County residents.

Despite the legal age to purchase tobacco being age 21, we have learned that 20% retailers
selling tobacco in National City still sell to youth. Many also continue to sell flavored tobacco
products despite the practice being prohibited nearly two years ago. Adopting a comprehensive
Tobacco Retail License program will help to educate stores about the law and hold them
accountable if they chose to violate the community's trust and sell these highly addictive
products to youth.

Tobacco retailers who chose to make such illegal sales may be violating California’s Unfair
Competition Law as well. By selling prohibited products to underage buyers, they have an
unfair advantage over National City’s law-abiding retailers. A comprehensive Tobacco Retail
License program will reduce unfair practices and level the playing field.

We are teaming up with the National City Coalition for Better Heath, Sweetwater Union High
School District, and community leaders to advocate for the timely passage of a comprehensive
Tobacco Retail License program. We believe this action is in the public’s best interest.

Best regards,

-

Nancy Gannon Hornberger
President & CEO

SAY San Diego | 4775 Viewridge Avenue | San Diego, CA 92123 | 858.565.4148 | saysandiego.org num
SAY San Diegois a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Tax ID: 23-7107958



SAN YSIDRO
HEALTH

January 16, 2025

National City Council Members
1243 National City Blvd
National City, CA 91950

Dear National City Council Members,

On behalf of the San Ysidro Health, please accept this letter of support urging the City Council of National
City to adopt a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program as a municipal ordinance.

As a trusted community partner, San Ysidro Health is committed to providing high quality, compassionate,
accessible and affordable health care services for the entire family by providing innovative care to more than
160,000 lives in our care through a vast and integrated network of 50 program sites, including three health
centers in National City.

Despite the legal age to purchase tobacco being 21, we know that 20% of stores that sell tobacco in National
City sell to youth. Many more continue to sell flavored tobacco products, despite them being prohibited nearly
2 years ago. Adopting a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program will help educate the stores about
the law and hold them accountable if they chose to violate the community's trust and sell these highly
addictive products to youth.

The tobacco retailers who chose to make these illegal sales may be violating California’s Unfair Competition
Law; by selling prohibited products to underage buyers, they have an unfair advantage over National City's
law-abiding retailers. We understand a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License program will reduce these
unfair practices and level the playing field.

We are teaming up with the National City Coalition for Better Heath, Sweetwater Union High School District,
and community leaders to advocate for the timely passage of a comprehensive Tobacco Retail License
program.

If you require more information about San Ysidro Health's involvement on this community issues, please
contact SYHealth Vice President of External Affairs, Ana Melgoza at amelgoza@syhealth.org.

Sincergly,
7/
Kevin Mattson

President and CEO
San Ysidro Health

1601 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, CA 92173  619.662.4100 www.syhealth.org




- Community survey aboul
~ tobacco retail sales

Results from National City residents
(h=113)

Report prepared by Marianne Brown, MPH
SAY San Diego Program Ev aluator
October4, 2023



Opinions from NC Residents about Tobacco Sal

- The majority of NC residents agreed that alocal tobacco retaillicensing law would reduce tobacco sales to minors, and

almost all (92%) indicated that tobaccoretailers should have a license tosell tobacco products.
. Residents believed if to be somewhat easy for people under 21 to buy tobacco items at local retailers
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[Scale = 1-5, 1=strongly disagree and 5=strongly agree]
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41 VAPING NICOTINE

Nicotine has not been found to directly cause
mental health conditions, but numerous studies
reveal troubling links between vaping nicotine and
worsening symptoms of dapressicn and anxiety.

Nicotine can amplify
anxiety symptoms'~ and
feelings_ of depression.2

£\

81% of 15-24 year olds
surveyed who had used
e-cigareties said they started
vaping to decrease stress,
anxiety, or depression.’

Irritability, anxiety and Quitting nicotine can 90% of those who '
depression are some of the tead to reduced quit vaping said they

symptoms of nicotine B stress, anxiety, and y feltless stressed, 9 00 %
withdrawal. Vaping nicotine depressioninthe anxious, C
relieves these symptoms, long term.? or depressed.’

but only temporarity.

Learnmoreat ' -




