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: Nelghbors hit park violence

‘the gang shoot-out Sept. 3 follow-

..+ ing a football game involving an

 estimated 150-200 § gangnm members
in El Toyon.Park.  :*

: “Some innocent person is going

to be killed in El Toyon Pdrk and

_it's going to be your fault,” sald

) Yvette Urrea g

NATIONAL CITY —
ho live ‘near El Toyon Park -
larged the City Council Tues--
iy night with. allowing last
mnday’s shooting spree td occur .
their neighborhood, end%nger-' 0
g their families. 5 ;
The City Council 11stened tore-.
lents who demanded that they -
something-to stop the vm]encef
the residential park:t«
No neighbors were harme

She said the people in her

“neighborhood had told the council
over a year ago about the mount-

“ing gang loitering problem and

* thatithad beenignored. -

= This past Sunday evening, she,

said, was the last straw when she
mtnessed the incident from her
back yard in which police found
45 empty shell casings.
~She said people ducked in and
around cars and dove on the
ground’ for+ cover, mothers’
screamed for’their children, and
four gang members ran down the
street shooting bliridly.

- “You created the monster,” she
~ said. “You have to do something

about it.”

Another resident, Rosie Misco-
1ta, said her sister was visiting
her..three children when the
shooting. began. Miscolta said
they all fell to the ground in her
living :room. to .avoid the flying
bullets outside. Later, she'said,
they found a bullet hole that had
gone through her kitchen wall.-

“If anyone had been in there ..

” she said, unable to finish her
sentence “My f'axmly was in
danger 1 don't want to see them
in danger again.”

_Chula_Vista resident. Sandra
Parkel; bold the council she was.
visitig -her | mother’. with her.
young children that afternoon.

“My - S-year-old daughter is.
afraid to come back to National:
City and visit her grandmother, i
said Parker. -

. Parker ;. said she contacted._
pohce, who said they ‘were pa-
trolling the park as much as.pos-|
sible. Parker said the City: Coun-,
cil was.at fault, and that, she’
dldn’tﬂfeell nythmg wou]d be.
done: 'thi3 52 :;f{':” TR TS Bl i

Russ Pmney,»who hves across
the street from the park, Said he‘

blames the Police; Department.




¢ He said he.often calls police, but

' they don’t ‘come out or come too

" late, He said police dont enforce
‘the'law in the park.

Police Chief Kent Reesor told
council ‘members. that:two rival
gangs had held a football | game to
settle their differences Sunday,
but shots rang out as they left the
field at about 5 p.m."

. He said police were not aware
of the game until it began and
then one :officer - periodically
monitored - the = activity, which
was peaceful at those times, The

_shooting, said Reesor, erupted
when the officer was not present.
He said afterward police found 45

. empty shell casings from two
different caliber guns.

Ya]ley Hospltal for a gunshot
wound in his buttock. Police offi-
cials said Ware was not a docu-
: nﬁentedgangmember
" "Reesor assured residents that
'the park was being patrolled as
much as possible. . ¢
. Parks and Recreataon Director
_Jem Rr.uz sald thelocks on the
gates were. bemg changed in case
i . ;there was more than, one key in
i g_‘-lcwculatl :

o .clﬂanedup aﬂberaneveht

il .- Coucilwoman Rosalie, Zarate
,and Councilman Ron Morrison

','_rsiayed talk thh residents

ifg more closely at thmgs that
E o “he! ‘done‘to prevent thmgs
I8 such‘as Sun

: ‘only do so much’’

. happemng in the‘community, She
B smd it'’s’ appafent that pohce can

Morrison said he had received
phone calls two weeks ago from
neighbors that seven shots were
fired and there were several fist
fights that Sunday Morrison said
they told him it looked like the
same group of about 150-200
people wearing gang colors and
from the San Diego side.

He gave residents his home
njimber and told them to call him
the minute they saw anybody
tl}ere who Iooked as 1f they jght

— Eopoiaast 14_..“1_,.: ,u }g“ ORI
cause problems. Some of the resi- -
dents would like a full-time park
ranger or have an officér ‘sitting:
there all day long, he said, but !
that i not very rea.hst:c ﬁnan~

. cially.

Mortison said El Toyon Park

the only residential park. in the_m
ty has h qumg_cxdents than.
! it'is on the

ti
e city has;tried dzﬁ‘erent-

‘lﬁééhods to prevent groups from

taking over the family park such
as planting large trees, posting
51gns ‘and closmg off the parkmg




opontaneous fundraiser draws
oU0 people, irking its neighbors

By Tanya Sierra
STAFF WRITER

NATIONAL CITY — An im-
promptu car club gathering at
El Toyon Park on Sunday
raised $11,000 for family mem-
bers of a couple killed in a mur-
der-suicide, but angered neigh-
bors because the event was
large. toud and did not have
proper city approval.

The day of the gathering, or-
ganizers coniacted National
City Councilman Luis Nativi-
dad because they wanted the
gates unlocked in 2 park area
— near East Fourth Street and
U Avenue — normally closed
on weekends. Natividad or-
dered the park superintendent
to open the gates.

Onee the horseshoe parking
area was opened, more than
5C0 people from about 20 car
clubs packed the park.

Mario Oviedo and Debra
Tonsing were found dead in
their National City home last
week. Police say Oviedo shot
his wife, then himseli.

Rob Rice, a friend of the cou-
pie, organized Sunday’s svent.
Rice said he put together the
fundraiser se quickly he didn't
realize he needed a permit to
gather at El Toyon.

“We didn't think it was going
to get that large,” Rice said.
“The councilman really stuck
nis neck out for us.”

The event should not have
happened withoul a permit, As-
sistant City Manager Leslie

Fundraiser for family

Wirat: Students and staff of
Swaetwaier High School are raising
funds today for funeral expensas
for Mario Oviedo and Debra
Tonsing, who died last week.
Students will collect money from
passersby in front of the school.
District personnel will sall burritos.
Whemn: 6:30.a.m. to 9 a.m.

Where: Swaetwater High Schoal,
2900 Highland Ave. There is an
account for donations at
Washington Mutual bank. Account
number: 3570477668.

Deese said. Without it, officials
could not prepare for the huge
gathering.

Mayor Ron Morrison said
the city would have recom-
mended a park that is not adja-
cent to homes.

Natividad said organizers
showed up at his house Satur-
day asking for the gates to be
opened.

“[ said it's OK if they open
the gates and ['ll take responst-
bility,” Natividad said. *“The per-
mit didn’t cross my mind be
cause | didn’t think there would
be that many people there "

As the mass barbecue and
car show began to grow, neigh-
bors called police and council
members te complain.

“Why was this allowed o
happen?” said Rita Heuss, who
lives near the park and remem-
bers violent incidents at El Toy-
on. “They wers smoking and
drinking.”

National City does not allow

smoking or alcohol in its city
parks.

Because only two police offi-
cers were available to patrol the
crowd, the no-smoking and
neise ordinances were not en-
forced, said National City Po-
lice Capt. Manuel Rodriguez.

“There were 500 to 600 pec-
ple there and we had two offi-
cers,” Rodriguez said. “Some-
tirnes you just have to let things
go. Certainly it's hard to bring
down the hammer on a fund-
raiser for a family tragedy.”

Natividad said he warned
those who were drinking to put
away the alcohol. One person
was arrested for possessing
marijuana, Rodriguesz said.

Morrison said he appreciates
the event, but was irritated with X
the way 1t unfoided. A cormil- ",
tee, which he and Natividad X
were part of, recently finished
work setting rules that govern
gatherings in the city, Morri-
son said.

“It sets & bad precedent” he
said.

The Tonsing and Oviedo
families still need $15,000 for
funeral expenses, Rice said. Or-
ganizers are hosting another
fundraiser today at Sweetwater
High School.

The couple had two sons,
ages 15 and 18. The younger
son is a student at Swestwater
and the elder — a graduate of
the school — is a Southwestern
College student.
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CITY OF NATIONAL CITY

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
2100 Hoover Avenue, National City, CA 91950
(619)336-4580 Fax: (619)336-4594

MEMORANDUM
February 17, 2005
To: Park and Recreation Advisory Board
From: Miguel A. Diaz, Park Superintenden i

Subject El Toyon Park Report

The following is a summary of Council minutes concerning El Toyon Park.

May 24, 1983 - Mayor Morgan spoke of El Toyon Park, saying people in the
neighborhood have been putting up with speeding cars through the park, racing
in the loop and asked that consideration be given to closing the street.

July 5, 1983 - Mr. Rose presented the City Council with a petition from the
residents of 1% Street requesting an investigation be conducted on the condition
of the Park and its problems.

April 17, 1984 - Mayor Morgan addressed the Chief of Police regarding
problems. The Police Chief was aware of the problems and discussed this with
the Parks and Recreation staff. They did not have a solution at that time.

The gates at El Toyon Park were installed between May 1984 and January 1985.
From 1985 to late 1993, the Park’s parking lot was closed at 2:00 pm on Fridays
and remained closed for the weekend, reopening on Mondays at 7:00 am.

August 25, 1992 - The Parks and Recreation Director reported to the City Council
on El Toyon Park concerns raised at the Council meeting of August 18, 1992. In
the report, the hours for the lights were set for the tennis court and the basketball
courts to go off at 9:00 pm. The baseball field lights and football field



El Toyon Park Report
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Page 2

lights were also set to go off at 11:00 pm. The entrance to the Park would be
locked at 2:00 pm every Friday and open on Monday at 7:00 am.

September 7, 1993 - The Parks and Recreation Director reported to the City
Council about new concerns at El Toyon Park. The Department was receiving
complaints of drinking and loud music at the Park during the evening hours on
weeknights. The request was to close the Park every night from 3:00 pm until
7:00 am and keep the parking lot closed on the weekends and reopen the
parking lot on Monday at 7:00 am.

The Park and Recreation Advisory Board recommended the El Toyon Park
parking lot be closed at 3 pm everyday and closed for weekends.

This schedule has been in effect since then with very few complaints from the
residents.

MD/mla

cc: Roberto Saucedo, Director of Public Works & Special Projects



Rudy Lopez

From: Lanny Roark
Sent; Friday, March 21, 2008 10:21 PM

To:

Rudy Lopez

Subject: El Toyon Park and surrounding area

HI Rudy,

In light of the recent shooting at EI Toyon Park area and the history of problems over the course of time
associated with that neighborhood, coupled with the comments and concerns form the Neighborhood Council, |
am redeploying some police resources to that area. Changes are effective immediately. It is important for
residents of that area to know that while they may see an increase in police presence, the total number of officers
per squad, shift and watch have not changed.

1.

2,

The designated “city units” (primarily corporals) from each nightshift squad (D, E, F &G) will be assigned to
beat 21, specifically the northeast section of he beat which encompasses the El Toyon area.

Officers will not change their radio call signs, nor will they forgo their other duties as corporals, but rather
that area of the beat will be the area they are primarily responsible for and they will respond from that area
to other calls as needed. All non-obligated time will be spent in that area of beat 21, rather than in some
other area of the City.

These officers will be empowered to use problem solving means and measures of their own design to
address the community concerns there and address the overall goals that have been spelled out to them.
The general idea is to begin now with establishing a culture shift about who frequents the park area and
what activity users feel comfortable engaging in. By setting the standard now, we will be in a better
position come summer, when park usage and problems are at the highest level.

Officers will concentrate on quality of life violations with a stepped up enforcement of the law, rather than
simple warnings (park after closing, curfew, drinking in public, VC violations, noise violations, etc.)
Specific, more detailed deployment plans will be in effect for particular days such as Easter Sunday, May 9
(5/9 Brims day) "Juneteenth” (June 19) and other days that draw a specific problem or subgroup to the
area.

Officers will establish a direct relationship with the Eastside Neighborhood Council chairperson and other
key members of the neighborhood and serve as a direct liaison.

Day Watch officers, under the leadership of Lieutenant Dave Espiritu, will most likely be receiving the same
direction.

Please forward this information to the Eastside Neighborhood Council members. Any concerns can
be sent directly to me via email or at 336-4524. 1 will be addressing the Neighborhood Council
again to further explain our response plan regarding their area and also the 10 city-wide goals for the
calendar year that I previously spoke of,

Thank you,

Lanny Roark, Lieutenant , . TE s 7 AR

NPT II Commander .10+ 0 7 SOMEFIRIE BETY RS

\
.

'J,?,:,': oy

5/8/2008



Neighbors say

par is rowdy at |

night, seek help

By Frank Klimko
STAFF WRITER

NATIONAL CITY — Annoyed by
late-night rowdiness and noise, resi-
dents who live around one of the
city’s biggest parks are asking offi-
cials to hire additional security per-
sonnel to improve safety in the area.

“A lot of neighbors who have chil-
dren and grandchildren won't let
them go (o the park) by them-
selves,” said Rita Heuss, a communi-
ty organizer.

Heuss lives near El Toyon Park,
on the city's northeast side near
Fourth Street and Euchid Avenue.
She and other volunteer Neighbor-
hood Watch block captains gath-

ered the signatures of residents

around the park last month.,

“We've been fighting for a long
time,” Heuss said. “We want it
turned back to what is was sup-
posed to be, a small neighborhood
picnic park.” :

The City Council this week re-

ferred the matter to a budget com- '

miftee, which will issue a recom-
mendation later this month. The
council will decide whether to-ex-
pand police patrols, hire a private
firm or créaie 2 new park ranger
position.

Neighbors acknowledge that po-
lice officers respond to citizen com-
plaints but said they generally don’t
get there in time to catch the viola-
tors.

Residents brought the issue back
to the council this year when the
city neared an agreement to lease
land in the park for placement of
cellular telephone antennas. The
lease could generate up to $1,000 a
month.

“If they were going to lease the
land in the park, then we thought
they should put some patrols there,”
Heuss said.

However, it probably wouldn’t be
economically feasible to hire a park
ranger for only El Toyon, officials
said.

Jim Ruiz, Parks and Recreation
Department director, recom-
mended expanding the ranger’s du-
ties to Las Palmas Park, near 20th
Street and Interstate 805, and to
Kimball Park, next to City Hall.

It would cost about 56,000 a year
to hire a park ranger to patrol the
three parks and related city facili-
ties, Ruiz said.

Or, the city could choose a cheap-
er option of hiring a private security
firm that would natral the narles nart
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BEWw wras

'ig ht leaves teapn
ead; two arrested

Brad LA

NATIONAL CITY — A § fight

:|r-1.~|nn frn < 7
: four tean- -agers lefta 17-
ye

I cId boy dead of stab wounds
,md iwa others in custody on

,Ub[‘quﬂ of murder ; 4l LUOHL!E‘E;

b(u’_l..

f
l Friends of Juan Pablo Villal-
|
\

parr{o moL hlm toa homqul af-

rt

i

|

' Wednemay in El Toyon Park on

. U Avenue, DI‘fo‘C‘H“QWé "8 un-
able to q:lVf him,

Witnesses told police that a
confrontation among four men
oceurred and that some of them

sped away from thn pa; l\ ina
dark-color

dle lose how they had {rdd«ﬂd
the suspects.
Eduardo An
into custody
and Tobi

iW m

lyndsaywinkley@sduniontribune.com,
david.herandez@sduniontribune.com

Man fires semi-automatic pistol at four
people in National City park, but none hit
NATIONAL CITY

A gunman opened fire on four people ata
National City park early Wednesday but
missed all of them, police said.

One ofthe intended victimsleft before
officers got to El Toyon Parkon U Avenue,
but the other three said there were no in-
juries, according to National City police,

W WE S M WD W S e —

The gunfire wasreported at 12:15a.m.,
while the four were sitting at the east side of
the park. A manin dark clothespulled a
semi-automatic pistol from his pants waist-
band and fired at least six rounds atthem,
police said.

Officers found six 9mm casings at the
spot. The shooter left in an older, black SUV.
No detailed description of the shooter or the
SUV was available.

i f




LIS EA LA A% l:'."iU n\{;!‘gll)l”ii
Officer’s Report Page Case Numbar
0303670
Narrative G0t
ction And Description (one incident only) Dale Day of Week Time
246.3 / DISCHARGE OF FIREARM IN GROSSL 05/11/2003 Sun 1800
Location Of Incident (Or Address) City Dislrict | Deat
300 U AV (WESTSIDE PARKINGLOT) : NATIONAL CITY ]_J‘
Person(s) Involved: Victim T
Suspect (If Named)
UNKNOWN,
Property Tag No.(s)
10014146,10014148 10014148

SYNOPSIS:
Jnknown suspect(s) fired a .308 caliber weapon in a parking lot adjacent to El Toyon Park.
JRIGIN:

)n 05-11-03 at about 1800 hours, Officers were dispatched to investigate a report of gunshots in the 300 block of 'U' Avenue,

NVESTIGATION:

rior to my arrival, Officers Shephard obtained several witness statements. The witness were not completely cooperative, but it appeared from
1e statements that unknown black males fired several shots in the parking lot just west of 300 8. 'U' Avenue. See Officer Shephard's report for
efails,

everal Officers conducted a line search of the parking lot that is just west of 300 'U' Avenue. Officer A. Gonzalez located two shell casings in
1e parking lot. Officer Gonzalez secured the crime scene

'fficer Shephard requested assistance in obtaining witness statements from the people in the park. I went to EI Toyon Park and obtained a
itness statement from Farren Wakefield. While speaking with Wakefield, several members of her family and those around her made —
atements that they were not going to cooperate and erc telhng Wakeﬁeld that she didn't have to tell the police anything. 1was able to OQn
short statement. Wakefield left in a black Ford SESSaaaE = g7 that was occupied by approximately seven people. Several
itnesses in the vehicle refused to provide there name and address

fficer Lechnir documented the statement of a witness. See Officer Lechnir's report for details.

at. Espiritu obtained the license plates
fused to provide their information.

several of the vehicles that left during the investigation. Some of the people in the vehicles

hie crime scene is a parking lot that is just west of 300 'U' Avenue. El Toyon Park is just east of 300 'U' Avenue and there is a baseball field
at is just wesl of the parking lot. The parking lot is protected by a chain link fence with the only point of ingress and egress at the south end.
>hotographed the scene and included pictures of the .380 shell casings. I determined the location of the shell casings. Shell Casing #1 was
cated 33 feet W of the WCL of 'U' Avenue and 1/10 of a mile S of SCL of Division Street. Shell Casing #2 was located 30 feet W of the
‘CL of 'U' Avenue and 1/10 of a mile S of SCL of Division Street.

sbtained the statement of the reporting party, Dwayne Cruz. Cruz saw a collisiong e sonomeismmeean 1 in the 2100

ock of E. 1st Street. I went to 2100 E. Ist Street and located no signs of a collision. '

ipoke to Officer Shephard and was informed that a witness indicated the vehicles were in another collision in the 300 block of Euclid Avenue.,
fficer Shephard and I went to 300 Euclid and saw debris scattered in the street. I oblained several large pieces of debris from the street.

1e shell casings, debris, photo disc were later impounded into NCPD.

ketched a diagram of the crime scene.

/IDENCE:
g # ' Description: "

Reporling Officer ID# Division Approved By Date of Report | Time
GSeward 385 NTF 05(14/2003 14:45




