
 

 

How To Use Novelist To Find Your Next Read 

 
The Novelist database is a great way to find your next read. If you’ve finished a book or series and 
want to read something similar, use Novelist to help you track down a read-alike and find your next 
favorite author, title or series and this tutorial will show you how. All you need is your National City 
Library Card. To sign up for a National City e-Card go to this page. If you already have a card, you can 
use that to access Novelist. 

 

1. You can access Novelist by going to the Electronic Databases link at 
https://www.nationalcityca.gov/government/library/ecollections. Novelist is listed under the Books and 
Literature. You will need your National City Library card to access the Novelist database.  

 

https://www.nationalcityca.gov/government/library/ecard
https://www.nationalcityca.gov/government/library/ecollections


2. On the Novelist homepage in the search box type in a title, author or series that you would like to find 
something similar to (red arrow). Novelist also provides browsable reading lists that you can break down 
by age and genre (green arrow) as well as book covers  and subjects that you can click on (blue arrow). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. If you use the search box to find something, remember that you can either use a general keyword 
search or be more specific. In the next two examples I searched for the book Lovecraft Country using the 
keyword search (the first image) and the title search (second image). Note that a keyword search gives 
you results that cover all of the search terms while the title search gives you information on the specific 
title. 

 

 



4. In the result for the title Lovecraft Country read-alikes are listed on the right hand side (red arrow). 
These titles are similar to your search result in theme, setting, tone, characters, genres etc. The search 
results also lists keywords about the genre of the book, the tone, and themes (green arrow). In the 
bottom half you can find tabs that list reviews, more about the book and lists & articles that mention the 
title (blue arrow). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Another way to find similar titles is to scroll down to the bottom of the search result and you will see 
checkboxes with different categories based on the title you searched for. Check the boxes that fit the 
type of book you would like to read and click search to see what Novelist suggests. 

 

 

6. For more help and to see what other features are available in Novelist, please visit their help site. 

http://support.ebsco.com/help/?int=novelist&lang=en&feature_id=none&TOC_ID=Always&SI=0&BU=0&GU=1&PS=0&ver=live&dbs=

